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Vlasic is international
ambassador for
TCS World 10K

BENGALURU

Double Olympic medallist
Blanka Vlasic will feature
as the international event
ambassador for the Tata
Consultancy Services
World 10K Bengaluru
2026, it was announced on
Monday.

High jumper Vlasic won
silver at Beijing 2008 and
followed it up with a
bronze at Rio 2016. She al-
so claimed two gold me-
dals at the World Cham-
pionships (2007  and
2009).

Her personal best of
2.08m, achieved in 2009,
is the third-highest clea-
rance in women’s high
jump history.

“Being associated with
an event that brings thou-
sands of people together

Vlasic.

through running is truly in-
spiring and energising.
Running is a sport that
keeps us physically active
and mentally strong, and it
continues to play a vital
role in shaping the athlet-
ics community,” said Vlas-
1c.

07A. Vlasic is international ambassador for TCS World
10K

ATRIP TCS ¢S 10K BT SARIPIY TIHSY F+H1

e Vlasic is international ambassador for TCS World 10K.
XY TCS TS 10K P SR Tee &+

e Double Olympic medallist Blanka Vlasic will feature as the
international event ambassador for the Tata Consultancy Services
World 10K Bengaluru 2026, it was announced on Monday.

A IR 3 3icifer Yew RS st wTRiE 31 eTel dae
A IeS 10K FTE 2026 T SIRRIPTY TSR §11 711 &, T8
AR o Uiy fobar |

e High jumper Vlasic won silver at Beijing 2008 and followed it
up with a bronze at Rio 2016.

B8 SR ATy 3 SSiT 2008 H 3970 g 3R Y 2016 & &I
g Sl

e She also claimed two gold medals at the World Championships (2007 and 2009).

I fay SmaRm (2007 3R 2009) & & ol uge +t Sid|

TCS World 10K
e TCSWorld 10K is an international 10-kilometre road running race held annually in
Bengaluru.

e Itis one of India’s most prestigious road races, attracting both elite global athletes and
amateur runners.

o

O O O

Key Features
Organized since 2008
Sponsored by Tata Consultancy Services

Recognized as a World Athletics Gold Label Road Race (highest category)
Participation categories:

Elite race
Open 10K

Senior citizens run
Champions with disability

GS Paper 1: History,

TOPICS COVERED

| 07 April 2026

O07A | Misery alone awaits misers
SOl & T Had g:@ & Udien Har g
TIRUKKURAL

e Tirukkural is one of the greatest classical works of Tamil literature, composed by the poet-
saint Tiruvalluvar.

Itis a universal ethical text, often called the “Tamil Veda” due to its timeless moral teachings.

It is believed to have been written around 1st century BCE to 5th century CE (exact date
debated).

e Tiruvalluvar was a renowned Tamil philosopher, poet, and social thinker

e His life details are not clearly known, but he is believed to have lived in Tamil Nadu

e Heis respected across religions and communities for his universal teachings on ethics and
morality

e Total 1330 couplets (Kurals)

e Divided into 133 chapters (10 couplets each)

e Organized into 3 main sections:

Aram (Virtue): Deals with moral values, righteousness, and ethical conduct

o
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o Porul (Wealth): Focuses on politics, governance, economy, and social life
o Inbam (Love): Discusses human emotions and love

GS Paper 1: Society

TOPICS COVERED | 07 April 2026

07A

Faint cry in wilderness led rescuers to ‘missing’ trekker

siTet H i qPR A T91d 7 B AUAr ¢HR qP gl

07A

A disturbing step for rights, dignity and mental health

S RY, TRAT 3R AFRe Wea & i te Rids—e $eA

07A

From myths to language: examining the renaming of Kerala

fAIYy® A YT dF: ST & A9 Tea I gHIem

Problem of plenty

Market overflow: Unsold stock of tuberose being

dumped at the Koyambedu wholesale market in

Chennai on Monday. Heavy arrivals of the flower
from Nagari in Andhra Pradesh
has led to the waste.

Tuberose (Polianthes
tuberosa):

Geographical Distribution

e Tuberose (Polianthes
tuberosa) is a perennial flowering plant belonging to the
Asparagaceae family.

It is widely cultivated for its highly fragrant white flowers,
used in perfumes, garlands, and ornamental purposes.

Though native to Mexico, tuberose has become an |mportant commercial
floriculture crop in tropical and subtropical ‘
regions, especially in India.

Native to Central America (Mexico)
Cultivated in India, China, Egypt, Morocco,
France, and South Africa
Distribution in India:
« West Bengal (largest producer)
« Tamil Nadu
« Karnataka
« Andhra Pradesh
« Maharashtra
« Uttar Pradesh
India is one of the leading producers of loose flowers including tuberose in Asia.
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Faint cry in wilderness led
rescuers to ‘missing’ trekker

T!e Hm!u Bureau

MYSURU

A faint human cry echoing
through the dense forests
of Tadiandamol in Kodagu
district in response to
shouts by members of a
search team comprising
tribals provided the first
breakthrough in locating
missing Kerala trekker Sha-
ranya on Sunday.

Around 3 p.m., Ayyap-
pa, one of the five-member
team (also comprising Sub-
ramani, Raju, Manikanta,
and Mani) from the Adiya
tribal community, climbed
onto a rock and repeatedly
called out her name. In res-
ponse, they heard a faint
cry from deep within the
wilderness — a crucial indi-
cation that the trekker was
alive four days after she
went missing.

Encouraged by repeated

rescuers.

responses to their calls, the
group moved swiftly in the
direction of the sound.
“We rushed through the
rugged terrain, crossing
hills and streams for nearly
two kilometres before fi-
nally reaching her,” said
Mr. Ayyappa, a daily wager
at a coffee estate. He was
part of the team that locat-
ed 36-year-old Sharanya, a
Kerala native who had

gone missing during a trek
to Tadiandamol on April 2.

An unexplored route
The Adiya tribals, hailing
from Paisari in Kodagu,
had joined the search oper-
ation for the first time on
Sunday. “After Forest De-
partment personnel, who
had been searching along-
side us, called off their op-
eration in the afternoon,
we chose to continue on
our own,” Mr. Ayyappa
told The Hindu.

Armed with sickles, the
group chose a route they
use once a year to collect
honey from the forest. Ho-
wever, the location where
Sharanya had taken refuge
was in an area they had
never ventured into.
“When we finally found
her, she was standing un-
der a tree, holding an emp-
ty water bottle,” he said.

O7A. Faint cry in wilderness led rescuers
to ‘missing’ trekker

STE | it gPR | 9T 9 ST A
¢PY T TG

e A faint human cry echoing through the dense
forests of Tadiandamol in Kodagu district in
response to shouts by members of a search team
comprising tribals provided the first breakthrough in
locating missing Kerala trekker Sharanya on
Sunday.

Pren frd ¥ afsaierdia % g3 oiral 7 snfyardh
WIS G 1 gR & ofard H Tl U godb! AHaT
3{TaTST A IAIAR B AT DHRA Dl ChR RMRAT B
Qi # Ugel gwadl feers |

e The Adiya tribals, hailing from Paisari in
Kodagu, had joined the search operation for the first
time on Sunday.

& ST, S HIeH] & T A 7, 3 Ifdar &t
Ugalt AR Wil e o Y fom

o “After Forest Department personnel, who had been searching alongside us, called off their
operation in the afternoon, we chose to continue on our own,” Mr. Ayyappa told The Hindu.

“S1d g FTAHTT & HHAIR], S AR I1Y WIS B IB U, 3 U | U1 NI s = fear, af

Y e g1 STR) @A o1 iy fern,” sre 3 < g &) s

e Armed with sickles, the group chose a route they use once a year to collect honey from the
forest.

¥ fou Ha B

BT ¥ o gia), g A 98 IRl g1 foresT IUANT d A1 & U SR SiTd o XEE SHgT HRA

ADIYA (ADIYAN) TRIBE

* Concentrated mainly in:
» Wayanad district (largest population)
* Parts of Kannur and Malappuram districts

* Traditionally engaged in:

* During pre-independence period:
+ Adiyas were subjected to bonded labour under landlords (Jenmis)
* They had very limited rights and mobility

e The Adiya (Adiyan) tribe isa Scheduled Tribe community primarily found in the state of
Kerala.

e They are one of the most marginalized tribal groups, historically associated with bonded
labour (slavery-like conditions).

e Theterm “Adiyan” literally means “slave” or “servant”, reflecting their historical social
position.

» Settled in forest fringes and rural agricultural areas
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* Agricultural labour
* Plantation work

To mark World Health Day on April 7, a set of articles on the Editorial and Opinion pages that highlights key health issues

A disturbing step for rights, dignity and mental health

he Transgender Persons (Protection of

Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026 has

caused deep confusion, perplexity,

and, over the past two weeks since its
introduction, apprehension and fear. In trying to
make sense of both the intent and the possible
implications of the amendment, these days have
raised more questions than they have provided
satisfactory answers. At the core is the question,
“Who owns my gender and therefore my gender
identity?”

For the majority of men and women who
happen to be cisgender, life hardly ever brings us
to a point where we are faced with this asa
question. There is no ‘evaluation’ that we need to
undergo. Whether it is a form at a hospital, clinic,
bank, or workplace, we claim our gender
ourselves by ticking a box. We simply state our
gender, not expecting anyone to question the
obvious. However, for gender diverse and
transgender individuals, this is what is proposed
henceforth. This violates the foundational
principles of dignity, autonomy and mental
well-being.

From progression to regression

In 2014, the Supreme Court of India delivered a
historic judgment in NALSA vs Union of India,
recognising transgender persons as a legitimate
gender identity. It was a watershed moment for
jurisprudence, public policy and governance
because it rested on a simple and powerful
principle: gender identity is self-identified. Just as
any individual declares themselves a man or a

woman without external verification, transgender

persons, too, were reaffirmed as the final and
only authority on their gender identity. This
principle is rooted not only in human dignity and
autonomy but also in constitutional morality
under Articles 14 (Equality before Law), 15
(non-discrimination), 19 (Freedom of Expression)
and 21 (Right to Life and Personal Liberty).

In 2019, Parliament passed the Transgender
Persons (Protection of Rights) Act. While parts of
it were criticised by the community, it remained
aligned with NALSA on the cornerstone issue of
self-identification. Indeed, it acknowledged the
community’s long history of discrimination and
exclusion, and sought to prohibit discrimination,
ensure access to education and health care,
extend welfare measures such as housing, skill
development and employment support. These
welfare schemes, in our minds, as allies and
health-care practitioners, represented an attempt
to build an enabling framework rather than a
restrictive one.

Much of the work being done at both the
health-care training and education levels, as a
result of the 2019 Act, requires sensitisation
drives to ensure that curricula and training for
health care and allied professions are sensitive to
gender-affirming practices, and to make welfare

schemes more widely known and implementable.

In these six years, all stakeholders had just about
started to align themselves with the global

O7A. A disturbin

Sferepy, TRHT

Dr. Kavita Arora

Senior psychiatrist
with over 25 years of
clinical practice and
lived-experience
expertise, Founding
Cohort member of
India Mental Health
Alliance (IMHA),
Co-Founder of
Children First, and
adviser and trainer in
gender-affirming
mental health
practices across
several Indian
institutions

The
Transgender
Amendment Bill
threatens
welfare access
and instils fear
and humiliation
for an already
vulnerable
population

standards that the 2014 judgement and the 2019
Act both validated.

The amendment to the 2019 Act — which was
notified in the Gazette on March 30, 2026 —
fundamentally reverses the NALSA judgment. It
replaces self-identification with medical and
bureaucratic gatekeeping, redefining who is
‘allowed’ to call themselves transgender. Under
this amendment, a transgender person must
appear before a medical board; undergo an
assessment to ‘prove’ their gender identity; wait
while the board forwards its recommendation to
the District Magistrate, and obtain a certificate
declaring them transgender.

There is no medical or evaluative biomarker
for gender identity. No external knowledge or
proof of any sort can determine the deeply held
and personally felt experience of one’s gender
identity. There would have been no need for
trans individuals to “come out “at all if that had
been the case.

This is the accepted truth in medicine and
health care across the globe.

Therefore, it is perplexing that the
Amendment talks about determining
and validating someone’s gender
through a process in which the answer
to the question “what is my gender?”
has to be given by complete strangers.

This raises many issues that seem to
present challenges at many levels.

Medical boards — many of which do
not exist at the district level — are already
overburdened even for urgent health-care needs.
In the absence of criteria, as well as time and
process, it is likely that boards may fall back on
arbitrary, invasive or abusive examinations,
including the possibility of genital inspection.
This stems arguably from the traditional way of
“assigning “gender at birth by looking at the
genitals of a newborn child by a doctor or
another adult. This is far from what we know to
be the understanding of gender identity for
gender diverse and trans individuals.
Extrapolating this method to an adult and making
it mandatory is in direct and complete violation
of dignity, privacy and bodily autonomy. I cannot
imagine any circumstance that would make me
wish to approach this premise for myself as an
adult cisgender woman. The very thought of such
a scrutiny by a board of strangers, would
probably create anticipatory mental distress and
make me actively avoid approaching such a
premise.

Instead of improving welfare access, the
amendment will likely shrink it, deter individuals
from approaching the state, and reintroduce fear
and humiliation into an already vulnerable
population.

Mental health fallout, crisis in the making
The transgender community already faces
extreme vulnerability. Data show that 99% of
transgender persons have faced social rejection;
52% have faced harassment or violence in

Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026

Tisiex Afaadl (SfUPRI T @G yon TN fAda®, 2026

e At the core is the question, “Who owns my gender and therefore my gender identity?”

T UH B,

UG &1 Wi fras

P q W ORLD

educational spaces; 57% of trans women report
experiencing physical or sexual violence at least
once, and transgender adolescents have suicide
attempt rates estimated between 13% and 50%,
far above the national average.

Against this backdrop, introducing additional
layers of suspicion, verification and scrutiny is
not just insensitive. It is unsafe. As a
mental-health practitioner and an ally for the
trans community, I am deeply concerned.

Not just prospective; what is concerning is the
uncertainty for thousands of transgender
individuals currently enrolled in health-care
services, whose access may now be questioned or
invalidated in the face of the ambiguity about
supporting the gender exploration and gender
journey of an individual. This is not merely a
procedural shift; it has the potential of developing
rapidly into a public mental-health emergency

The amendment introduces a clause
criminalises ‘undue influence’ in helping
someone identify as transgender, with penalties
up to 15 years of imprisonment. For
mental-health practitioners,
psychologists, lawyers and educators,
this creates an unprecedented ethical
and legal risk. In many families,
gender-identity journeys create tension

(@ or disagreement. Community-based

organisations, trans-affirmative mental

health practitioners and services are

frequently accused of ‘encouraging”
adolescents simply for acknowledging their lived
reality. Under this amendment, such allegations
could become criminal charges.

This will discourage health-care practitioners
from providing essential, evidence-based care;
challenge community-based organisations to
remain as allies, and push transgender persons
away from formal health care and heighten
mental distress that will likely remain
unsupported.

Additionally, the amendment collapses
distinctions between transgender, intersex and
hijra identities, erasing cultural, social and
biological differences. Trans men remain nearly
invisible in the framework, further marginalising
them.

An appeal for reflection and action

The current amendment risks undoing a decade
of progress across law, governance, health
systems and institutional practice. If misuse has
occurred — even if limited to the 0.01% that the
government suggests — the solution lies in audits,
verification protocols and administrative
strengthening — not in policing gender identity or
forcing medicalisation.

To uphold constitutional values, protect
mental health, and ensure administrative
feasibility, this amendment must be
reconsidered. We owe each individual in India
the assurance that governance frameworks do not
deepen fear, stigma, or exclusion for any
community.

step for rights, dignity and mental health

HAFRI® WA & oY e Ridee @eH

qr 872"

e This violates the foundational principles of dignity, autonomy and mental well-being.

Tg TRHT, TRl 3R HTHRIS HeTuT & 0d Rigial &1 Seao dal gl
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From progression to regression

WIfa & ufevmd= 9%

In 2014, the Supreme Court of India delivered a historic judgment in NALSA vs Union of
India, recognising transgender persons as a legitimate gender identity.

2014 T Ydiea <IAIEg ¥ NALSA §9TH YR I9 # Yfdeiie Fofa 3 gu eiasisr safadl &
Y Af® ygaH & U E IR 4|

It was a watershed moment for jurisprudence, public policy and governance because it rested
on a simple and powerful principle: gender identity is self-identified.

g o =R, ATdei-Ie i 3R e 3 forg Ui w1 Fifes SH@T SR T WA
Rrsia o1, A vga wa Auifa gt g1

This principle is rooted not only in human dignity and autonomy but also in constitutional
morality under Articles 14, 15, 19 and 21.

Tg Rria AT TRET 3R T & 1Y-91y Yaunfae Afawar (@rg®e 14, 15, 19, 21) &
a8l

In 2019, Parliament passed the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act.

2019 T I¥E 7 Tiiex dAfaddl (SHIGRT &1 TRefon) sfafrad uia fear|

While parts of it were criticised by the community, it remained aligned with NALSA on the
cornerstone issue of self-identification.

BT SUP $S W B AT gs, T T8 Wa-ugaE & Rigid IR NALSA & 3T
el

The amendment to the 2019 Act — which was notified in the Gazette on March 30, 2026 —
fundamentally reverses the NALSA judgment.

2019 Sfuf~ae & T=ieq, S 30 HE 2026 1 IS0 | SR §31T, NALSA & ol &1 7qa
w0 J 3T T 3

It replaces self-identification with medical and bureaucratic gatekeeping, redefining who is
‘allowed’ to call themselves transgender.

g W-UgaE ! g Fafraaaia iR yrmaf~e a1 any axar g iR a9 &vd1 ¢ f& &
Wh B TSR HE THl ¢ |

Under this amendment, a transgender person must appear before a medical board; undergo
an assessment to ‘prove’ their gender identity; wait while the board forwards its
recommendation to the District Magistrate, and obtain a certificate declaring them
transgender.

3 INYF F ded, T < s dfad B! AfSHd 918 & JTHA IURIG g1, 30+ UgaH
mﬁaa%fﬁmmﬁgﬁw, o= fore aforde &t Wipld & d1G THIIGA U $HRA1
Jfard |

Medical determination of gender identity issues

AR vgaH & Rifvcrata FuRor @ 92 4e;

Medical boards — many of which do not exist at the district level — are already overburdened
even for urgent health-care needs.

AfETHa a1, o &3 forell § Aigg HI 781 ©, Ugel 3 3 TRy |13 & gara 7 &

In the absence of criteria, as well as time and process, it is likely that boards may fall back on
arbitrary, invasive or abusive examinations, including the possibility of genital inspection.
AFES, THT 3R UfohaT & 31UTd H, SIS A, ITShTHS a7 STHTSHS URIEIUT &1 TeRT
THd ¢, o st i o =fie 8 et B

Data show that 99% of transgender persons have faced social rejection; 52% have faced
harassment or violence in educational spaces; 57% of trans women report experiencing
physical or sexual violence at least once, and transgender adolescents have suicide attempt
rates estimated between 13% and 50%, far above the national average.

3PS T & b 99% TSR safaadl 3 WIS SR Siett 8; 529 7 e Jwymi &
Iafte ar e &1 T o, 579 i Afgarstt 3 ke o1 aF a1 erqya fpan ], iR
fH=IRT & ST & TN BT &R 13% H 50% & 94 g

The amendment introduces a clause that criminalises ‘undue influence’ in helping someone
identify as transgender, with penalties up to 15 years of imprisonment.
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e |f misuse has occurred — even if limited to the 0.01% that the government suggests — the
solution lies in audits, verification protocols and administrative strengthening — not in policing
gender identity or forcing medicalisation.

TS GSUINT 34T § — Yl Bl 98 0.01% &1 Y A 81 — HIYM W™, a1 3R URHfae
YR A g, 7 1 e ugam = e a1 fafscre s H|

From myths to language: examining the
renaming of Kerala

The Union Government’s recent approval of the proposal to rename Kerala as Keralam prompts a re-examination of the term’s historicity, including

its founding legend, the context of the United Kerala Movement, and arguments for the linguistic purity of ‘Keralam’

Sarath Pillai

he all-party support for

changing the name of Kerala to

Keralam and the Union

Government’s recent approval
of the proposal raises questions about the
historicity of the term Kerala. The
historical difference between the terms is
ambiguous at best. From a linguistic
perspective, both Kerala and Keralam
refer to a place/land. Hermann Gundert’s
Malayalam dictionary (1872) mentions
both Kerala and Keralam while defining
the term “keram” (coconut tree). One
common definition of both terms is also
“the land of coconut trees.” Gundert takes
a traditional view of Keralam as the land
that lies between Gokarnam and
Kanyakumari and mentions the legendary
text “Keralolpatti” (The Origin of Kerala).
The founding legend of Kerala is
associated with Sage Parasurama (an
incarnation of Visnu) who slew 21
generations of Kshatriyas and flung the
blood-strained axe to the ocean, carving
out a strip of coastal land called Kerala or
Keralam (according to mythology). The
history of the origins of Kerala has
attracted historical scrutiny even as it is
hard to determine its historical veracity. It
is likely that at least some portions of the
text are of latter-day origins and a
response to the European ascendance on
the Malabar coast. The historicity of the
text is less important than how it has been
received and what place it occupies in the
historical, temporal, and spatial
imagination of the Malayalis.

The entanglement of myth and legend
with history is not specific to Keralolpatti
or any such legendary texts. What is
important, however, are words and terms
that encapsulate Malayalis’ interaction
with history and legends of Kerala. Could
one say that the word “Keralam” has
more historicity and cultural essence than
the term “Kerala?” If yes, where do we
trace that historicity and essence from? Is
it going to be another set of texts or myths
or legends that some consider to be more

authentic and true representation of the
history and culture of the region?

The historical context

Despite the founding legends of Kerala, if
one looks at the modern history of the
region from the 18th century to the 1950s,
the region was a collection of native
states, with the dominant ones being the
states of Travancore and Cochin.
Travancore was not a linguistically
homogenous state; a considerable section
of its population in the southern districts
spoke Tamil who were also dominant in
the administrative and commercial
sectors of the state. The resurgent
Malayali nationalism of the 19th and 20th
century Travancore was rooted more in
language and culture than in territorial
identity. This linguistic sense of
Malayali-ness was in turn
instrumentalised to seek government
offices and keep the growing significance
of Tamils in Travancore at bay. Tamil
Brahmins (sometimes called as Pattars)
were seen as inferior to Malayali
Brahmins (Namboodiris) and as
foreigners in the state.

Is it possible to trace the existence of a
territorial identity shaped by the
imaginations around Kerala or Keralam
among the inhabitants of the princely
states of Travancore or Cochin in the 18th
or early 19th century? If so, what
conceptions of state and sovereignty
could such an imagination engender in
the 19th century? Arguably, we know very
little about the potential of a Kerala state
from the 19th century history of these
states. However, when we come to the
first half of the 20th century, the rising
anti-Tamil and anti-British sentiments on
the one hand and the growing influence
of nationalism and communism on the
other enabled conditions for
cross-territorial affinities in newfound
ways. Travancore, a pre-eminent princely
state with significant strides in economic
and social spheres and led by a Tamil
Dewan, C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar, had a
fraught relationship with the United

Kerala (Aikya Kerala) Movement. Part of
the reason for this was the volatile
constitutional debates at the all-India level
that left the future of the princely states
undecided. As late as June 1947, the legal
position of the states was sound, and it
was generally believed that they would be
able to retain independence in some
form. Travancore’s hallowed tradition of
independence from both domestic and
foreign powers (its Dewan claimed the
state was neither conquered by the
Mughals nor by the Europeans) was seen
as a guarantee for its future existence as
an independent country or a federal unit
as opposed to Cochin or the poor British
district of Malabar (part of Madras
Province). Many factions of Travancore
leaders, including the leaders of the
Revolutionary Democratic Party (a
communist party), at one time or the
other were open to the idea of an
independent Travancore. By the
mid-1940s, United Kerala Movement had
become a major political force in what is
now Kerala. Kerala Varma, the aging ruler
of Cochin, declared himself to be the
patron of the movement much to the
dismay of Travancore who imagined a
separate existence from Cochin.

An identity based on language

Did the distinction between Kerala and
Keralam matter to the leaders of the
United Kerala Movement? If one examines
the historical sources and nomenclature
of the time, we see a preponderance of
the term Kerala. The term Aikya Kerala
itself has Kerala (Aikya Keralam was also a
popular term) in it as did many
publications of the time. Part of the
reason why this distinction would have
mattered the least is because Kerala was
to be primarily an identity based on
language rather than territory. That is,
there was no pre-defined land of Kerala or
Keralam that lent legitimacy to the
demand for a united Kerala. Rather,
Kerala was to be constituted by the people
who spoke Malayalam on the western
coast of India. This conception of Kerala

did not fully align with the legend of
Kerala’s origin either, for southern tip of
India, Kanyakumari, which was seen as
part of Kerala in the founding myth, was
no longer seen as a viable unit of Kerala
by the 1950s due to the preponderance of
Tamil speakers in that region. Moreover, if
the distinction between the terms were of
such importance, it should have had an
impact in the naming of Kerala in 1956.

As Kerala or Keralam was not
conceived as a pre-defined land of
antiquity for the Malayalis in the 1940s
and 1950s and that the historical and
cultural distinction between the terms are
not at times clear, the recent proposal for
name change forces us to revisit the
history of language, culture, territory, and
state-formation in Kerala. Is Kerala an
Anglophone term as opposed to Keralam,
a properly Dravidian term? If so, how
does one explain the fact that founding
myths and legends of Kerala also uses the
word Kerala indiscriminately and
interchangeably with Keralam? Even if
scholars come out in aid of the cultural
and linguistic purity of the term Keralam,
how do we account for the historical and
conceptual repertoire of English language
in a highly literate State like Kerala? How
foreign is English language in a State
where it existed as a medium of
instruction and administrative language
for many decades even before
independence.

The fact that founding myths and texts
lend equal legitimacy to Kerala (as seen in
Keralolpatti, or terms like Keraliyan and
Keralaputra, the latter used in Ashokan
edicts) one the one hand, and that the
political discourses and mobilisation that
led to the formation of the State (which
was indeed led by Malayalis) did not hinge
5o much on this distinction makes it all
the more imperative for us to understand
how history and historical forgetting are
important in equal measure for claiming
new regional identity.

(Sarath Pillai is an Assistant Professor of
Modern South Asian History at the
University of Calgary, Canada.)

07A. From myths to language: examining the renaming of Kerala
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Kerala vs Keralam: historicity and identity
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One common definition is “the land of coconut trees.”
S BT T T 31 g A aifeae & det a5 yfarr |
Gundert defines Keralam as the land between Gokarnam and Kanyakumari.

T8¢ & 3FUR IRAH MBUH A HATHAN aF et YA 7|

He also mentions the legendary text “Keralolpatti” (The Origin of Kerala).

I “BIAAIRT (PR oI I o7 Hf Ieera fba

Mythological origins

The founding legend is associated with Sage Parasurama, an incarnation of Visnu.
RITIT ST YRR B, S faw] & sraar 8, ¥ I1 3

He slew 21 generations of Kshatriyas and threw his axe into the ocean.

I 21 difedt & aifal &1 au farar iR FeeTe! W & Urapl |

This act is said to have created the coastal land called Kerala/Keralam.

T T YN BTe/PIaH s A S R

The historical accuracy of this legend is uncertain.

39 YT ! UeTRIe Tad A 3|

From the 18th century to the 1950s, the region conS|sted of princely states.
169 Wt & 1950 F TP 7 A5 A 32T et & favTferd o)

The dominant states were Travancore and Cochin.

T RamTd AUk SR S |

Travancore was not linguistically homogenous.

FIUHR HTHTS U § THEY =gl U

A large section spoke Tamil and dominated administration and commerce.
HTH! AT ARTE HTHT Siad & 3R URIA d TR 8§ JTet 3|

Malayali nationalism in the 19th and 20th century was rooted in language and culture.
19209 T} BT FERACT AFATE HINT 3R WRPTA TR SUTRT 4TI

This identity was used to counter the influence of Tamils in Travancore.

3 UgdM &1 SUAN affd WHTd Bt HH B & 01T g3l

Tamil Brahmins (Pattars) were seen as inferior to Namboodiris.

IS STRIOT (UETR) &1 Agget ¥ -5 |1 |

They were also viewed as foreigners in the state.

I IT H fae=h | e un

Travancore, led by C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar, had tensions with the Aikya Kerala
Movement.

W bt TARART 3R & @ U AAUIGR BT TR B SiGIa I chvia T
Even leaders of the Revolutionary Democratic Party (communist) were open to it.
PifapR! Aedie urdl [@gtRe) & a1 i 39& foe aR 2
By the mid-1940s, the United Kerala Movement became a major political force.
1940 %?m%mwamﬂgaam SHTGI T IS Jifad &= TR
Kerala Varma, ruler of Cochin, declared himself patron of the movement.
aﬂﬁaﬁ(aﬁiﬂq%m 3 4 B 39 Sficier &1 TRer v |
This displeased Travancore, which wanted a separate existence.

FAAUIBR SRIY G, ST SreT Sf&Ied arga |
Kanyakumari, once part of the mythic Kerala, was excluded due to Tamil-speaking
population.

FATHARI, S iy o =niia o, affra Wit o RT3 51 TS|
If the distinction was important, it should have influenced the naming in 1956.

¢ T8 3R HEdqu! gIdl, df 1956 H ATHHRU TR SRR US|

Kerala/Keralam was not conceived as a fixed ancient land in the 1940s-50s.

1940-50 & GRI® T dal/dbrad Bl U FRUR Wi Y et |71 7|
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Israel hits key petrochemical terminal in Iran’s South Pars

SORISE H X & IS U H YW USih e d effi—d uR gaar faar

Israel hits key petrochemical
terminal in Iran’s South Pars

B

Israel Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz announced on
Monday that Israel had
conducted a “powerful
strike” on Iran’s largest pe-
trochemical complex, with
the operator saying it was
assessing the damage from
the attacks.

The complex in the Pars
region services Iran’s
South Pars natural gas field
—the largest known gas re-
serve in the world—which
it shares with Qatar, and
which Israel had previous-
ly hit last month.

The military “just car-
ried out a powerful strike

Israel and the U.S.
also carried out a
wave of attacks on
Iran, killing more

than 25 people

on Iran’s largest petro-
chemical facility, located in
Asaluyeh—a central target
responsible for about 50%
of the country’s petro-
chemical production”, Mr.
Katz said in a statement.

Israel carried out a simi-
lar strike on the Mahshahr
Petrochemical Special
Zone in the southwestern
Khuzestan province on Sa-
turday, a local Iranian offi-
cial said.

“At this point, the two
facilities, which together
account for roughly 85% of
Iran’s petrochemical ex-
ports, have been taken out
of operation and are no
longer functioning,” Mr.
Katz said, calling it “a sev-
ere economic blow”.

Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said that Is-
rael was “systematically
eliminating the Revolution-
ary  Guards’ money
machine”.

Israel and the U.S. also
carried out a wave of at-
tacks on Iran, killing more
than 25 people on Monday.
Iran responded with mis-
sile fire on Israel and its
Gulf Arab neighbours.

O7A. Israel hits key
petrochemical terminal in Iran’s
South Pars

VRIS A 3 & 93y URf §

TS eI fied efifa )
guan fear

e The complexin the Pars region
services Iran’s South Pars natural gas
field — the largest known gas reserve in
the world — which it shares with Qatar,
and which Israel had previously hit last
month.

IR & 7§ U I8 SR SR &

AI3Y UTH UTpfas 1 &3 &t a1 ol

& — Sl g &1 qad 98T 91 T HSR |

— 59 98 PR & T IS HRAT B, 3R

E;EITWW 4 fUsd wgq o gaan
T

e The military “just carried out a

powerful strike on Iran’s largest petrochemical facility, located in Asaluyeh — a central target
responsible for about 50% of the country’s petrochemical production”, Mr. Katz said in a

statement.

g gt = “3fft-anft I o g 51 U ib it a gfaen, ¥ f&d, IR U wfgazne
THAT T & — S 3 B AT 50% Uerbiiiae Iedre & g fordeR 8, ff Fow A o 8§
Dol

Israel carried out a similar strike on the Mahshahr Petrochemical Special Zone in the
southwestern Khuzestan province on Saturday, a local Iranian official said.

TH RIFA ST ISR A gl b SIRIBA A AMAR DI GRo-ufded gerward wid & [Rua
TEMEY Ui d WA v IR off ST g &1 gHa faan

“At this point, the two facilities, which together account for roughly 85% of Iran’s
petrochemical exports, have been taken out of operation and are no longer functioning,” Mr.

Katz said, calling it “a severe economic blow”.
=Y T, T I GIAUTT, 57 fAIeier S & TTHIT 85% forata & foe SR &,

AT A TTER 81 g1 ¢ SR 3d B T8 HR 3@ ], o et A 3 TR 3nffep grewr samn|
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EC issues
directive on
political ads in
newspapers

GS II: Poiity |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the upcoming As-
sembly elections, the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) on
Monday said that no politi-
cal party, candidate, or-
ganisation, or individual
should publish any politi-
cal advertisement in new-
spapers on the day of poll-
ing or a day prior to voting
unless the content has
been pre-certified by the
Media Certification and
Monitoring  Committee
(MCMC) at the State or dis-
trict level. Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal, Assam,
and Puducherry will go to
the polls in April, while
byelections will be held in
six States.

Individuals or contest-
ing candidates can apply
for certification with Dis-
trict MCMC. All registered
political parties headquar-
tered in a State or a Union
Territory can apply for cer-
tification with the State-le-
vel MCMC, the EC said.

Applicants seeking pre-
certification for advertise-
ments in print media must
apply to the MCMC no later
than two days prior to the
proposed date of publica-
tion. The MCMCs shall also
keep a strict vigil on sus-
pected cases of paid news
in the media and take suit-
able action, the EC said.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

O07A. EC issues directive on political ads in newspapers

AT ATINT A FHER U3 § Ierifae fagmost w A s fea

e EC issues directive on political ads in newspapers.

AT SN - THER

H IorHifae fagmai © SR foa|

e Ahead of the upcoming Assembly elections, the Election Commission (EC)
on Monday said that no political party, candidate, organisation, or individual should
publish any political advertisement in newspapers on the day of polling or a day prior
to voting unless the content has been pre-certified by the Media Certification and
Monitoring Committee (MCMC) at the State or district level.

ST fyeraHT gATal ¥ Ugd, TG STERT (EC) 2 WHaR &I Fgl [ g off
ISP &d, SHIGAR, W6 T Afad AdgH o o 1 39 U [ Ugd IHER UAl
B DIS ISP ORI THTRIA Ta! B, T6 dab b I o AT FTel Wik &1 A sar
yaToH 3R fARRT "fifa (vemce) grT gd-sefora 7 fasar mar g

e Individuals or contesting candidates can apply for certification with District

MCMC.

fad I g9 TS Ig SHHIGAR fSTar MCMC & U THT0M & fTT 3H1de &R Jahd g |

o All registered political parties headquartered in a State or a Union Territory can
apply for certification with the State-level MCMC, the EC said.

AT SN A gl foh ST AT g MR TR H T I8+ arat 9t deligpd Ieifad
3 XY ¥R & MCMC & U1 JHIUA & T $1dg R Ihd ¢ |

e Applicants seeking pre-certification for advertisements in print media must
apply to the MCMC no later than two days prior to the proposed date of publication.

fife Wi o fogmoAl & o gd-umamo arg- aral ffded! &I URatfad UHRH fafd §

A Y HA & faT g MCMC & T 3f1de BT 8N

e The MCMCs shall also keep a strict vigil on suspected cases of paid news in

the media and take suitable action, the EC said.

TG RN A Fgl fb MCMC B! Hifear & U8 =9 & Sfe Amal R el ARE! 3@t

TR 3R IfId HRaATS B AT

07A. Sharad Pawar among 19 new Rajya
Sabha members sworn in

YRS UaR Afd 19 AT ITAHT IS& A
Y ot

e Sharad Pawar among 19 new Rajya Sabha members sworn in.
IRE YR Higd 19 U IHGH &=l A RUY ot |

e The oath was administered by Rajya Sabha Chairman C.P.
Radhakrishnan in the presence of Deputy Chairman
Harivansh and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju.

U ICTTHT & FUTIT AT W, TUTHOE = ITqHTITS
givasr SR wadig St W= favet Rforeg &1 suffa & iR |

e The oath was taken in multiple languages — Marathi, Hindi,
Tamil, English, Bangla and Odia.

Y Py Ut H &t 18 — RISt fE Y, afdre, il Smeht
3R 3ifEam
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Sharad Pawar among
19 new Rajya Sabha
members sworn in

T!e ]-[m!u Bureau

NEW DELHI

NCP(SP) leader Sharad Pa-
war and Union Minister
Ramdas Athawale were
among 19 newly elected
members who took oath in
the Rajya Sabha on
Monday.

The oath was adminis-
tered by Rajya Sabha Chair-
man C.P. Radhakrishnan in
the presence of Deputy
Chairman Harivansh and
Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju. Floor
leaders of various parties
were also present during
the ceremony.

The members were a
mix of those who won re-
nomination and first-tim-
ers among the 19 who took
oath. DMK leader Tiruchi
Siva who entered the Rajya
Sabha in 2000 will be be-
ginning his fifth term.

The new members in-
clude five from Maharash-
tra, six from Tamil Nadu,
five from West Bengal and

e S

Sharad Pawar

three from Odisha. The
oath was taken in multiple
languages — Marathi , Hin-
di, Tamil, English, Bangla
and Odia.

Maya Chintaman Ivnate
of the BJP’s Maharashtra
unit was the first to take
oath, followed by Mr. Pa-
war, who entered the
House in a wheelchair.
This is Mr. Pawar’s third
term. Ramrao Sakharam
Wadkute (BJP), Jyoti Nag-
nath Waghmare (Shiv Se-
na) and Mr. Athawale (RPI-
A) also took oath as mem-
bers from Maharashtra.
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RS Chairman, LS Speaker
reject Opposition notice
seeking CEC’'s removal

NEW DELHI

Rajya Sabha Chairman C.
P. Radhakrishnan and Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla
have rejected a notice sub-
mitted by 193 Opposition
MPs across both Houses
seeking the removal of
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Gyanesh Ku-
mar. No specific reasons
were cited for the
rejection.

The notice, submitted
on March 12, was signed by
63 Rajya Sabha members
and 130 Lok Sabha mem-
bers. The 10-page docu-
ment accused the CEC of
being “subservient” to the
executive and alleged the
“deliberate abuse of power

The notice was
signed by 63 Rajva
Sabha members
and 130 Lok
Sabha members

and position of a constitu-
tional office”, among other
charges.

While there was no
mention of the notice from
the Chair of either House
during the ongoing Budget
Session, the Secretaries-
General of both Houses is-
sued bulletins on Monday
stating that after a “careful
and objective assessment
of all relevant aspects and
issues involved”, the not-
ice had not been admitted.
The Chairs cited Section 3

of the Judges (Inquiry) Act,
1968. Section 3 empowers
the Speaker and the Rajya
Sabha Chair, after “due
consultation” and “consid-
eration of available mate-
rial,” to either admit or re-
fuse such a motion.

Reacting to the bulle-
tins, Trinamool’s floor
leader in the Rajya Sabha,
Derek O’Brien, pointed to
the absence of any defini-
tive reason for rejecting the
notices. “BJP keeps mock-
ing our great Parliament.
SHAME,” he wrote on X.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh told The Hindu,
“We know what happened
to the last Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha who accepted
a petition moved by Oppo-
sition MPs.”

07A. RS Chairman, LS Speaker reject
Opposition notice seeking CEC’s
removal

IS HT FHTUTA 3R AFIHT 3ee 3
CEC &I g¢M &t | arat faver & Aifew
&1 @i fear

e RS Chairman, LS Speaker reject
Opposition notice seeking CEC’s removal.

ITGHT THTITY SR AHTHT 37eqHs 3 CEC P
BT @1 HiT ardl fqugs & Aifey &f @i o

e No specific reasons were cited for the
rejection.

TR B3 & T B3 IR HRUr 7Y amw W)

e The notice, submitted on March 12, was
signed by 63 Rajya Sabha members and 130 Lok
Sabha members.

g AT 12 ATd $I UG foam 7 T, f57 TR 63
mmamm'sﬁ?womﬂﬂmﬁmm
!

o The 10-page document accused the CEC of being “subservient” to the executive and alleged
the “deliberate abuse of power and position of a constitutional office”, among other charges.

10 g8 & 3 TXIdS § CEC TR SRIUIAHT & Ufd “SMRIGRY” 814 iR “HauTHd ug &t Wida
IR FRUY & THeZHR TSUaT Wfed 39 3RIY T Y|

e While there was no mention of the notice from the Chair of either House during the ongoing
Budget Session, the Secretaries-General of both Houses issued bulletins on Monday stating
that after a “careful and objective assessment of all relevant aspects and issues involved”, the
notice had not been admitted.
BT TS g FoTe T B R &1 UG- & oI SfISRE! gRT 9 A &1 $Iy Ieora
Tt faran T, Af Q1 el & Al 3 AR &I gafe SR &R ol fas Tt gefdd
Tgqaf SR G & AauHdd 3R e Qe & die 39 ey &I WHR el fbdl 17|

e The Chairs cited Section 3 of the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968.

Tori= sifdeiial = sret (@) Stffad, 1968 St YRT 3 &1 garar fedn|

e Section 3 empowers the Speaker and the Rajya Sabha Chair, after “due consultation” and

“consideration of available material,” to either admit or refuse such a motion.

YRT 3 WP 3R ISTTHT & YUY B “Iferd WRIRP 3R “Iuas IR & AR’ & 918 T
AT ! DR T SRABR TR BT ABR et 7|
e Reacting to the bulletins, Trinamool’s floor leader in the Rajya Sabha, Derek O’Brien,
pointed to the absence of any definitive reason for rejecting the notices.

AR T TR

23 U ISTIUT H OIS F TR oS S e = Aifey @ilks A

& fore forddt 319 HRUT 1 SUfRAf B SR IR b
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07A | Role of independent directors vital: SEBI
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07A | CSRinitiatives must focus on high-impact projects: experts
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Role of independent
directors vital: SEBI

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Independence does not
translate into action in In-
dian corporates’ perspec-
tive, said Tuhin Kanta Pan-
dey, Chairman, SEBI.

He underscored the im-
portance of independent
directors in ensuring ethi-
cal conduct of firms saying
‘conversation must now
move beyond who sits on
the board to how effective-
ly they are able to contri-
bute once they are there.”

“Independent directors
are there not only for com-
pliance and pointing fin-

gers at the management
but also for supporting and
finding solutions through
accountability. They need
to bear this responsibility
in mind,” he said at an
event here. Also, there was
need to fill skill gaps in in-
dependent directors.

Mr. Pandey also listed
steps to boost transparen-
cy in corporate govern
nance. The comments as-
sume significance in light
of the abrupt resignation of
Atanu  Chakraborty as
chairperson of HDFC Bank
reportedly on account of

07A. Role of independent directors vital: SEBI

o ezt ot YffreT agayul: SEBI

¢ Independence does not translate into action in Indian
corporates’ perspective, said Tuhin Kanta Pandey, Chairman,
SEBI.
YR BRURE URigg H Tazrl Hears & uRafdd el g, ¥
SEBI & 3{&1gf gfe=T widl Uis - $all

¢ He underscored the importance of independent directors
in ensuring ethical conduct of firms saying “conversation must now
move beyond who sits on the board to how effectively they are
able to contribute once they are there.”
I Hufal & Afdw SR B gRfT - & W el &
HEd@ W R &d §U 8], “3(@ SIadid 9 a1d § 3 §g-1 alfey fb
S & B o1 8, 3R 3 W M 1 =1 b 3 a8l g b are
e Tt % @ ATer 2 U § 1

¢ “Independent directors are there not only for compliance
and pointing fingers at the management but also for supporting

major corporate
nance slippages.

gover-

and f|nd|ng solutions through accountability.
A FeRD Had

g, Jfcw Sarace! & AT I 9adH ¢ 3R JHIUH JioH & farg ot B
e Mr. Pandey also listed steps to boost transparency in corporate governance.
off UT$ 7 HRURE a9 H YRRl 96 & T Her off gam|
e The comments assume significance in light of the abrupt resignation of Atanu Chakraborty
as chairperson of HDFC Bank reportedly on account of major corporate governance
slippages.
3 fewfora HDFC Bank & JORURIA i Iehadi & S@Hd It & dey H Agaqul §, S
FHIIT U Y 8 HRURCS TG IPI &b HRUT §aT|

CSR initiatives must focus on high-impact projects:

Geetha Srimathi
CHENNAI

Corporate Social Responsi-
bility initiatives must move
beyond compliance-driven
spending and focus on
high-impact projects that
address pressing social
challenges, experts said at
a session at The Hindu
Deep Tech Summit 2026.
The panel titled ‘The
New Philanthropy: CSR as
a Catalyst for Incluswe

FOR INCLUSIVE DEEF 15w Sanvw s ==

MODERATOR

(From left) Kumar Anurag Pratap, VP, Digital Inclusion & Sustainability Leader, CSR Head; Sanjay
Sampath CEO, Green Curve Consulting; Aditi Gaitonde, Manager - People Experience (CSR Lead), EPAM;

Deep Tech Ecosy

brought together Kumar
Anurag Pratap, VP, Digital
Inclusion & Sustainability
Leader and CSR Head; San-
jay Sampath, CEO, Green
Curve Consulting; Aditi
Gaitonde, Manager - Peo-
ple Experience (CSR Lead),
EPAM; Balakumar Thanga-
velu, Head, CSR, Cogni-
zant; and Radhika Ra-
mesh, COO, Villgro. The
session was moderated by
Rohit Batra, Vice President

Thangavelu, Head CSR, Cognizant; Radhika Ramesh, COO, Villgro and Rohit Batra, Vice -
President (Head) Commercial Projects, IHFC on Monday. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

(Head), Commercial Pro-
jects, IHFC (Technology In-
novation Hub of IIT Delhi).

‘Shared purpose’

CSR cannot be approached
as a purely transactional
exercise focused only on
funding, Mr. Pratap said,
arguing that organisations
seeking support must in-
stead build meaningful,

long-term  relationships
with corporate partners.
Mr. Pratap likened CSR
partnerships to relation-
ships that evolve through
dialogue and shared pur-
pose rather than imme-
diate financial transac-
tions, and that once such a
connection is established,
support is more likely to
follow organically.

On the question of fund-
ing for research and deve-
lopment, Mr. Sampath said
commonly cited figures,
such as CSR spending on
R&D being around 1%, may
not be entirely accurate.

Informal estimates from
industry discussions sug-
gest the amount could be
significantly higher, but
there is a lack of rigorous,

publicly available studies
to substantiate these
claims, he said.

Ms. Ramesh said that in-
vestments in incubators
and social impact organisa-
tions should be viewed as
R&D within the CSR eco-
system. “Funding that goes
to incubators and impact-
focused NGOs is, in many
ways, R&D,” she said. She
noted that such solutions
are tested in real-world set-
tings through pilot pro-
jects, with CSR funding
helping to “de-risk” them
and assess their impact,
scalability and viability.

Responding to a ques-
tion on whether CSR is be-
ing used innovatively or re-
mains limited to low-risk,
high-visibility projects, Mr.
Thangavelu, said the sec-
tor cannot be viewed un-
iformly. “It is difficult to
generalise,” he said, noting
that some companies treat
CSR as a “checklist activi-

3R UsL W ITTelt IS & forw g A

experts

ty”, while others use it for
branding. At the same
time, he said, organisa-
tions where philanthropy
is culturally embedded are
more likely to back innova-
tion and long-term solu-
tions. R&D projects.

On shifting mindsets
within the CSR ecosystem,
Ms. Gaitonde said organi-
sations need to first under-
stand the perspectives of
both start-ups and CSR de-
cision-makers. “Try and
understand where they’re
coming from,” she said,
suggesting that start-ups
engage more closely with
incubators, including
those at institutions such
as IITs and IIMs, to better
navigate the ecosystem.

She urged organisations
to identify what drives CSR
partners. “Find  your
hook,” she said, noting that
aligning with a company’s
priorities can help initiate
partnerships.

07A. CSR initiatives must focus on high-impact projects: experts

HITHR Tgdl S I THTE aTd Noiaed W AT a1

aifeq: foRivs
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e CSR cannot be approached as a purely transactional exercise focused only on funding, Mr.
Pratap said, arguing that organisations seeking support must instead build meaningful, long-
term relationships with corporate partners.

ot Ud1 3 g1 fb CSR &Y had HieT WR uUiiRd d=-¢= nfafaftr & =g & 71 a1 9
ﬁ,ﬁwﬁwﬁmﬁ@mﬁﬁﬁqﬁzuﬁﬁ%wuw%aﬁvmwﬂﬁﬁ
|

e Mr. Pratap likened CSR partnerships to relationships that evolve through dialogue and
shared purpose rather than immediate financial transactions, and that once such a

connection is established, support is more likely to follow organically.
off Id1T A CSR WAl $t ga-T U Ted I & Sl darg %TW@W%WW@[%@H
B @, 7 o TpTal e oH-8 9, STR U IR U1 el RIMUT 1 STl FHH WIHIas &
9 e a5

e Ms. Ramesh said that investments in incubators and social impact organisations should
be viewed as R&D within the CSR ecosystem.

ol X0 7 gl o gargaer iR ATHTRIS YUTT |18 & %1 & cSR uikfRufddt & &
iR R&D & =Y H <1 ST 1R |

e “Funding that goes to incubators and impact-focused NGOs is, in many ways, R&D,” she
said.

IEI Pel, “FragaeR! 3R THE-HEd NGOs &1 fear 9H arel %8 &S Al § R&D &1 17

e “ltis difficult to generalise,” he said, noting that some companies treat CSR as a checklist
activity, while others use it for branding.

IR HT, TR 3T B §,” T8 IaTd §U [ $& Hufar CSR &I pferee nfafafy
A &, Safdh 30 39 SIS & e ST FHrell 5|

e At the same time, he said, organisations where philanthropy is culturally embedded are more
likely to back innovation and long-term solutions.

1Y § 3B FT fs o Trra H IRIUSR Bt TXpfa Sielt 8, T TaaR 3R Eefepiierds TaTemT
BT gAY B DI 3B THIGT T 8|

e On shifting mindsets within the CSR ecosystem, Ms. Gaitonde said organisations need to first
understand the perspectives of both start-ups and CSR decision-makers.

CSR TR o H Tiel deaq IR, oht 21 3 FeT fob WiaH1 &l Ugd WIS 3R CSR
Fofaadfefl QHT & eI St THSH g1
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07A. No stay on Adani’s JAL buy,
NCLAT to decide pronto: SC

ST & JAL SR W AP g1,
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tion of JAL by Adani group. e The Supreme Court declined to stay the

No stay on Adani’s JAL buy,
NCLAT to decide pronto: SC
TOLTOFIRTOPPUM, . restrained firm's

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court de-
clined to stay the imple-
mentation of the Adani
group’s ¥14,535-crore bid
to buy debt-ridden Jaipra-
kash Associates Ltd. (JAL),
but restrained the firm’s
monitoring
from taking any ‘major pol-
icy decisions” without
prior nod of the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT).

A Bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justice Joy-
malya Bagchi asked mining
giant Vedanta Ltd., which

committee

monitoring panel
from taking ‘major
policy decisions’ sans
the NCLAT’s nod

is opposing the resolution
plan and Adani Enterprises
Ltd. to raise contentions
and counter claims before
the NCLAT which will start
final hearing on April 10.
The SC asked the NCLAT
to decide the plea and the
counter petition expedi-
tiously by hearing them on
an ‘out of turn basis’ on the
dispute over the acquisi-

Address

“In view of the fact the
company appeals are now
listed for final hearing at
the NCLAT on April 10, we
see no reason to interfere
with the impugned order.
However, having regard to
the nature of the issue, we
request the NCLAT to hear
the appeal on an out-of-
turn basis on the date fixed
or immediately on the next
working day if arguments
do not conclude,” SC said.

The NCLAT on March 24
declined interim stay over
Vedanta’s plea against or-
ders passed by the NCLT
okaying Adani Group’s bid.

implementation of the Adani group’s ¥14,535-
crore bid to buy debt-ridden Jaiprakash
Associates Ltd. (JAL), but restrained the firm’s
monitoring committee from taking any ‘major
policy decisions’ without prior nod of the National
Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT).
WA B¢ A Hol J Goll STAYSTR THIfued
fafires (JAL) &1 TRigH & T sreT=it |g 3t
14,535 BRI DI Tl TR AP T J SADR B
o, A ST ) TR S ) e dueht

: 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact

Website : patrioticias.in

Number : 9971932488

Page13



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

fafr ardiefta sriRrB=ur (NCLAT) &t g4 Srgdfd & fom @i a1 Hfifara Aol o= 3 1

National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)

e The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) is a quasi-judicial body in India that hears
appeals against the orders passed by the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI), and other statutory authorities as specified under various Acts.

e It plays a critical role in corporate governance, especially in insolvency resolution, company disputes,
and competition law matters.

e The NCLAT was constituted under Section 410 of the Companies Act, 2013, and became operational
from 1st June 2016.

Key Functions and Jurisdiction

e Appellate Authority
o The NCLAT hears and decides appeals from the following bodies:
o National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) — under the Companies Act, 2013
o Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) — under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC), 2016
Competition Commission of India (CCl) — under the Competition Act, 2002
National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) — under the Companies Act, 2013
¢ Rolein Insolvency: Under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016, the NCLAT is the primary
appellate body to hear grievances related to insolvency resolution plans and liquidation processes
decided by the NCLT.
e Role in Competition Law: It hears appeals against orders passed by the CCl, providing checks and
balances in cases of anti-competitive practices and abuse of dominance.
e Role under Companies Act, 2013: Hears appeals relating to disputes involving shareholders,
mismanagement, oppression, mergers, and demergers.
Structure and Composition

e Chairperson — Appointed by the Central Government in consultation with the Chief Justice of India.

¢ Judicial Members and Technical Members — The Tribunal includes a mix of Judicial and Technical
Members, ensuring expertise in both legal and financial/corporate matters.

e Benches — NCLAT has principal bench in New Delhi and may have additional benches at other places as
notified.
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What TB reveals about India’s urban health system
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Psychedelics are revealing how
the brain builds the sense of self

Anirban Mukhopadhyay

any people have reported
when the sense of
istint self loosens
Among astronaus, i s called
the overview effect wh
explovers report  smla shil sommetimes
called the underview effect. Both involve
sudden changes in perspective in which
the usual boundary of ‘me’ brietly
s, as if the vastness they encounter
s mirrored inwardly and the distance
between self and world is momentarily
absent
This dissoluti ranshates into
shared experient eness and
interconnectedness with the outside

~ in the body, sensations, and thoughts ~
and notice that none of them fully
captures the true nature of the self.

Suc y explores experience from
the inside, a subjective, first-person view.

‘experience from the outside, making
these inner shifts harder to access
directly

Only recently, however, has a new
experimental tool offered a way to
observe what happens in the beain as the
sense of self begins to shift. Psychedelics
can temporarily ‘loosen’ the brain
patterns that support the feeling of a ‘me’,
allowing researchers to watch that system
reorganise itselfin real time.

The brain in action

To study what happens when the sense of

self weakens, an international team of
rchers turned to a fast-acting

hat often includes a loss of the

supporting emotional regulation,
planning. md conduky Brel

mul feeling of being a separate ‘me’.

In the experiment, published in The
Journal of Newroscience on January M,
volunteers received DMT while
researchers recorded thei brain activity

e added,
but they should not be nusumeu
lasting loss of identity.

Self, mortality, emotional acceptance
1 a brief dissuption of the brain's

track rhythmic electrical patterns across
the scalp.

I noemal conditions, one of the
brain's dominant rhythms is the alpha

reveal how fragile the
feling of ‘me" really is, the question
naturally arises whether that insight
changes how we face impermanence or
the transient nature of the world.

The findings suggest that specific
brain processes are involved in
‘maintaining aspects of the felt
sense of self and when newral
patterns associated with

embodied selfis represented. Ordinarily,
he explained, the brain models the self as
astable abject that must be protected,
especially when confronted with
mortality. Meditation repeatedly exposes

maintaining a stable sense of ‘me’
lo the organisation of that
experience can temporarily shift

disappearing but acceptance reorganises
how we live with impermanence.”

unfolding process: sensations arise and
tes, and the sense of

a5 catastrophic contradiction and more
as another expression of change, allowing
the brain to encounter existential cues

w
focs. Thi thyhanhels repuate
internally focused processing
mportantly, thsfhythm s ot the self

reinforcing

we behave, in part because the sense of
selfs a continuous, bounded sefand acts

d rely
heavily on selfreport measures, gt
dlfficult 0 determine whether

itself
with coherent

asa psy

sense of self over time.
During the DMT experience, that

A common pattern
‘None of these results implies that e

weakened and Jost coordination. Overall
brain activity also shifted away from lts

participants reported losing their
ordinary sense o

i people rela ath by
comparing 54 long term ayahuasca users,
each with at least nine lifetime uses and
averaging around fifty uses, to 53 people

‘would ot discourage them from trying”
he said.

Meditation and the brain's defences
1 find a

who had never taken psychedelics.
Particloasts campletad

that specific brain
processes are involved in maintaining
aspects of the fel sense of self, When

broader pﬂwbllny that

sl dxangb i how people relte to death. dissolution s inherenty beneficial or that
In a study published recently in will be is a universal
Psychopharmacology, researchers asked ety ity e .5 sl Bk remedy for existential distres. Dr.
whether rey i “But in need thinks notall
one of might help, | di op

the same level.

Acute psychedelic states may reshape
‘concepts. Mkll"lm)llon) whereas deeply
rooted perceptual defenses — including
those td 1o mortaly - lelyrequire

avoidance, titudes
towards impermanence.

 more general capacityof the brainto

sustaine
for the brain to revise them. The studies
also rely on different methods,

neural pa d with y fear | relaxits ulations, and i sothey
“me loosen, | and anxiety death, were less likely | toward death. can't establish straightforward
that exp toavoid Kandweremore | InoneFebruary auS sy vobing | cause-efctclakns.

temporarly shift

comfortable with the idea of

‘magnetoencephalography —

g
brain as operating in a delicate lxll.nl\»
between structure an This
reghme s sometimes caled crcalty. In
this state, brain networks are organises
enough to remain coherent while still
adapting to new information. Under the
of DMT, that

a

that this pattern T

naging. milar 10 m nm

what they called “acceptance. o
| ability to

ncnnl activity — Dr. Dor lxk-muu.\lul :

stay open to change — rather than
religion, personality or general
mindfulness.

hat the findings do point to,
however, is a clearer view of how the
brain might construct its sense of self.
Moments when that sense loosens
whether in orbit, in meditation or under

- reveal what

words

ueter, ess coordinated mode.
A the onganising rhythm weakened, the

5 at
the University of Haia, Israel, and lead
mllkwuHIx study,sid this was striking

brain activity
4 coherent self-model also shifted.

‘But what shifts in these experiments is
not something transcendental, like in the
philosophical traditions of India and
China. Dan Zahavi, professor of
philosophy at the University of

Copenhagen, the selfis not

c experiences reduce fear of
u.-..mmm..m.,.mmm bt
nsead, he explaned.the data poinied

paired with images of their

‘maintained and can

Stranger’s, rapid
“surprise’ gnal - a builtin response that
appears

[
In thatlght, as Dr. Dor Ziderman iput
I

happens — was measured in real time.
In most peogle, reminders of muﬂ.uhn

about adopting a belief than -Mn...m.;‘
‘an emotional stance toward change”, the

102 ot et

but
developing “a more flexible emotional

a single thing that can simply vanish. “It
involves multiple layers,” he explained,
inchuding bodily awareness, lived

and personal narrative, "and
those layers are organised is
as erasing identity™.
Neuroscieice, in this view, is cbserving
remporary changes i how he selfis

y, dissolution,

and loss”. The emotional acceptance of

vh.w:c rather than belief or personality
the

Wwords were paired
with x-l!\magrs the ‘surprise’ signal
weakened, suggesting the brain was
dampening the association before the
conscious gains awareness, effectively

un
"I clarify what that b of aceptance
entailed, M. Samir Hossein, a psychiatrist
and thanatologist, noted that fearing
death less was not the same as accepting
Fear, he explained, could

Atamare pﬂcn(.l] k-w:] Jeft
Greenberg, professor of psychology at the
University of Arizona noted that a stable:
sense of self plays an important role in
everyday func including

fikering out the imp
applies o me”.
d meditators showed a

capacity t
without reflexively turning away. The idea
echoes a long-standing contemplative
insight ~ known in Buddhist thought as
“anicca’, for instance -
gt A i e,
i mental, is in a constant state
Ofiux,arising and pasing away

oo response. Their brains registered
the same death-related cues without that
suppression. Rather than reflexively
ikering the signal, neural activity

/t quite
resolve the mystery of u.- oo ye Buak
does suggest thatlean

hry erence o raning, 1o bold
that ‘me'a Btle more Hghtly may change

rmation

the mind

reflected a deeper shift in how a person
related to Joss and change in everyday lfe.
“Fear can quiet down without

(Anirban 2y is a geneticist

automatic defence linking death
Dr. Do Ziderman mncmrvml this shift
as reflecting

»i
from New Deihi,
b @ )
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Moments when the sense of being a
distinct self ‘loosens’

U &1 §1d TP HERT T G BT U
Far s AT ?

e Many people have reported moments
when the sense of being a distinct self
‘loosens’.

HL AN A T &l Bt Ui 31 8 o1 T ST
T 81 &1 3T ST US AT g |

e Among astronauts, it is called the
overview effect while deep-sea explorers
report a similar shift sometimes called the
underview effect.

Siafees ol o oid 38 THT €Y gHIa ol
W1 €, Selfdh 76X qHs b Gistehdl 341 IRE B
FGAId & A-EF YUTT Fgd ¢ |

e Both involve sudden changes in
perspective in which the usual boundary of
‘me’ briefly softens, as if the vastness they
encounter is mirrored inwardly and the
distance between self and world is
momentarily absent.
A1 eRPIV & s aeama g 2 R 3
B AR YT A R F R RGN 3,
A 3 o fawmmerdr &1 3rHa #d § 98 iR
Reiférd 8 <€ & aﬁweﬁvgﬁmﬂﬂwﬂ
& =0 ¥ YA g1 i ¢ |

e This dissolution often translates into
shared experiences of oneness and
interconnectedness with the outside world.
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Ramana Maharshi and inquiry into self

IHur 7Y ok W@ 9 @

The 19th century Indian teacher Ramana Maharshi treated this instability not as an
anomaly but as something to examine directly.

ﬁﬁ%wmwwﬁﬁwmﬁwﬁm@ﬁww
T

Continuing a long philosophical tradition, he invited people to look for the ‘I in their own
experiences — in the body, sensations, and thoughts — and notice that none of them fully
captures the true nature of the self.

TS el QRIS TRWRT $1 GRY 7@ §U, I ANl Bl 30 3fHal — IR, HdgArsi ok
fraRt — & & P @v & Rt IRd fPar siR e » R peTfr s A pE M@ F
IRAfd® WY DI G 7RE ol Ubsdl|

Such inquiry explores experience from the inside, a subjective, first-person view.

TYYBR $I Wiol IHT B HIeR ¥, U6 AfRTRe, TYH-Y3Y ef¥HIor § &l g1

Modern science, by contrast, examines the brain processes that accompany experience from
the outside, making these inner shifts harder to access directly.

9% fAuRia, sy g rya & A1y IS Aferss ufthanai &1 sredt e Beiun & sierm
a1 g, R 37 sifaRe seamal ao T ugeHT wie gl o g1

Psychedelics as experimental tool

TrsPhSfaad TP YIRTHP SUHI0 & &Y H

Only recently, however, has a new experimental tool offered a way to observe what happens
in the brain as the sense of self begins to shift.

T 81 H, U U TS UG A T o BT aIdl UGH bl & [ o1a & &7 SrgHa
ST Y= gl @ o ATsh B e g g |

Psychedelics can temporarily ‘loosen’ the brain patterns that support the feeling of a ‘me’,
allowing researchers to watch that system reorganise itself in real time.

AiETss & I e Bl SRR =0 I ST o Jbd @ Sl “H Bl YT & ST
TEd 8, oY Myswmat 39 youmel & aRafd® T9g § gifd §id 38 I6hd ¢ |

The brain in action

AfeTss Y Sragomen

To study what happens when the sense of self weakens, an international team of researchers
turned to a fast-acting psychedelic compound called N, N-Dimethyltryptamine (DMT) in a
laboratory study with 27 volunteers.

g AL B o (oY o O T BT SJUT FHSIR gial @ <l 1 81l 5, U 3 My Y
A TH d-THIS AIsdhefad Afie sTefirursafesn = &1 wan far, o 27 wad

RIIECRY

DMT produces a brief and intense shift in awareness that often includes a loss of the usual
feeling of being a separate ‘me’.

Tg AT B U HIa SR g Saard Sod Il ¢ Fored SfaR 3erT & g & A HTa T @i
SRt B 1

In the experiment, published in The Journal of Neuroscience on January 14, volunteers
received DMT while researchers recorded their brain activity using electroencephalography
(EEG) to track rhythmic electrical patterns across the scalp.

ST YT B, O 14 TG D1 TH dqTi=Ie UedT § UH1iRid gofr, Wadaes! &I g uerd faan
e Mudbdist - Afass faggd aa- ae-iid & ATeH I 30! ARt Tary Rals $i|

In normal conditions, one of the brain’s dominant rhythms is the alpha wave — a slow
oscillation linked to inward focus.
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This rhythm helps regulate internally focused processing.

Ig T ATaR® U A Biea ufshansii o1 Fafid s & dag sl g

Importantly, this rhythm is not the self itself but one neural signature associated with how the
brain maintains a coherent sense of self over time.

TEAYUl &0, T8 70 WY W 78l § dfcws U dfAPT Wb ¢ S I8 afaT ¢ i ks g
& 1Y TP fRR W-3HT B! HY §¢ AT & |

During the DMT experience, that pattern began to loosen.

T 3fJHT & TR Ug Ue diel U &

Alpha rhythms weakened and lost coordination.

DT A HHIR B 715 3R Ih! TG ¢ T[T

Neuroscientists describe the waking brain as operating in a delicate balance between
structure and flexibility.

DT IR SIRId AR & WA= 3R A & o9 U ATe® Aga- J HRIRd 9d1d 6|
This regime is sometimes called criticality.

T Ry ®I Fi-at forfewferdt wgr amar g1

In this state, brain networks are organised enough to remain coherent while still adapting to
new information.

3 a1 W AT & Aeadh a1 Tdd Bid § [ I GHId 971 X8d & SR 1Y & 718 TRt
& IR AP B 5|

To clarify what that kind of acceptance entailed, M. Samir Hossein, a psychiatrist and

thanatologist, noted that fearing death less was not the same as accepting impermanence.

TYUHR S Wpld B WY TR & (o4, TH. FHR g4, S Ue Tiffreis 3R Jg-31eaa

faRIvT &, A He1 fos g ¥ HH 1, et it WHR AT 81 5|

Fear, he explained, could diminish in defensive ways like distraction or reinterpretation

whereas acceptance reflected a deeper shift in how a person related to loss and change in

everyday life.

IBi THIAT & T 4T HedTR a1 [T TET S TS aidh! o &4 §) I&dl 8, STafh

Wipfa g il & o e S < Sita | g1 3R ufvad=T & $A Joar 7, 90 T

EESIERINIE

“Fear can quiet down without disappearing but acceptance reorganises how we live with

impermanence.”

gﬁﬁﬂﬂ%?mwgﬁws‘rw% AfpT WPl T8 95 Gait & fo g1 ifear & A1y
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Reinforcing the case for a One Health approach

Global health risks demand a One Health approach grounded in coordination and scientific collaboration to strengthen pandemic preparedness and response

hen the 1995 film
Outbreak, starring
the inimitable
Dustin Hoffman,

was released to audiences world-
wide, it seemed like surreal
science fiction, pitched at the very
edge of the realm of possibility.
The pacy film profiled the desper-
ate race to contain an imaginary
zoonotic virus, Motaba, that
jumped to humans as a result of
anthropogenic activity — deforesta-
tion and trade in wild animals —
spreading across nations like a for-
est fire.

The movie, though dramatic,
served as a prescient illustration of
a crisis that was to visit the world,
nearly a quarter of a century later:
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Interestingly, the film also stood
out for its early portrayal of the
core principles of One Health —
long before the term was even
coined. Since then, though, One
Health, which draws on the inter-
connectedness between humans,
animals and the environment, has
emerged as a key concept gaining
traction among nations, though
practical implementation has pro-
gressed at a nearly glacial pace.

From fiction to reality

This year’s World Health Day mes-
sage — “Together for health. Stand
with science” — underlines the es-
sentiality of adopting a One Health

approach to protect animals, the
environment, and humans. It also
highlights the critical role of scien-
tific collaboration and the use of
evidence in crafting policy. As Out-
break outlines cinematically, there
is a permanent state of conflict bet-
ween different departments, arms
of the government, and even na-
tions, that come in the way of
working synchronously to better
tackle health crises.

As John S. Mackenzie and Mar-
tyn Jeggo indicated in their 2019
editorial in Tropical Medicine and
Infectious Diseases, the term ‘One
Health’ was first officially used in
20032004, associated with the
emergence of severe acute respira-
tory syndrome. With the spread of
avian influenza H5NI, it gained
ground. A significant contributor
was the ‘Manhattan Principles, de-
rived at a 2004 Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society meeting, which recog-
nised the link between human and
animal health and the threats dis-
eases pose to food supplies and
economies.

The authors explained: “It has
become increasingly clear over the
past three decades that the majori-
ty of novel, emergent zoonotic in-
fectious diseases originate in ani-
mals and that the principal drivers
of their emergence are associated
with human activities, including
changes in ecosystems and land
use, intensification of agriculture,

Swift action: Post-COVID, the Indian government fast-tracked collaborative positions
to address future crises. K. MURALI KUMAR

urbanisation, and international
travel and trade.”

Today, international wisdom
acknowledges that a pathogen un-
known to mankind can suddenly
emerge, wreak havoc on popula-
tions, and threaten the stability of
the world faster than one can say
‘One Health’.

According to the One Health
Commission: “One Health is an in-
tegrated, unifying approach that
aims to sustainably balance and
optimise the health of people, ani-
mals and ecosystems.” The ap-
proach it advocates involves mobi-
lising multiple sectors, disciplines
and communities to foster well-be-
ing and tackle threats to health and
ecosystems.

The COVID-19 pandemic, in
some senses, was the fulcrum that
convinced even reluctant nations

of the world to invest in One
Health, demonstrating visibly what
the lack of coordination; and on
the other hand, seamless coordi-
nation can do. It was the collective
sharing of SARS-CoV-2 genetic data
and the study of human genetic
factors in COVID-19 susceptibility
that drove the international vac-
cine development effort. The WHO
Pandemic Agreement, adopted on
May 20, 2025, is a legally binding
international treaty aimed at en-
hancing global prevention, prepa-
redness, and response to future
pandemics. It focuses on equity,
establishing a Pathogen Access and
Benefit-Sharing system to ensure
rapid pathogen data sharing and
equitable access to vaccines and
treatments.

Internationally, One Health is
led by the Quadripartite collabora-

07A. Reinforcing the case for a One Health approach
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From fiction to One Health reality
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tion — including WHO, FAO, the
United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme, and the World Organisa-
tion for Animal Health. In October
2022, they launched the One
Health Joint Plan of Action.
Post-COVID, the Indian govern-
ment fast-tracked collaborative po-
sitions to address future crises. It
mobilised the National One Health
Mission as a collaborative initiative
designed to integrate human, ani-
mal, and environmental health
sectors. It avowedly aims to en-
hance pandemic pre-
paredness,  disease 0 % =
DAY

surveillance, and zoo-
notic disease control.
With  increasing
evidence emerging of
stressors from climate
change and how these
affect the natural
ways of the world, it
has become clear that addressing
the effects of extreme climate
events is essential. While several
national initiatives exist to drive In-
dia ahead on this path, continuous
itori luation, and inte-

in Meenangadi, and Tamil Nadu’s
Green Climate Company and Cool
Roof Project in Chennai.

Coordinated solutions

The One Health Summit in Lyon,
France, currently under way, in
time for World Health Day, will fo-
cus on the main factors contribut-
ing to infectious and non-commun-
icable diseases, such as zoonotic
reservoirs, vectors, antimicrobial
resistance (AMR), sustainable food
systems, and exposure to pollu-
tion. It hopes to foster
international and inter-
disciplinary dialogues
about global challeng-
es, particularly with re-
ference to co-opera-
tion, propose solutions
to strengthen health
systems, and rethink
global institutional fra-
meworks that will align with One
Health goals.

Welcoming increasing political
consensus on One Health, WHO
Director-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghet said in 2023: “A One

rim mitigation programmes are ur-
gently needed.

In this context, some State-led
initiatives present inspired exam-
ples for replication. These include
Odisha’s pioneering Climate Bud-
get to track climate-resilient deve-
lopment expenditures, Kerala’s
participatory carbon-neutral plan

Health approach makes public
health sense, economic sense and
common sense.” Indeed, the only
thing that makes sense in an in-
creasingly interconnected world is
an approach that recognises and
acts on these connections.

ramyakannan@thehindu.co.in

Since then, though, One Health, which draws on the interconnectedness between humans,
animals and the environment, has emerged as a key concept gaining traction among nations,
though practical implementation has progressed at a nearly glacial pace.

IS Y 99 IR, S A4, U] 3R yafarur & SRt Hey wR Setid §, U He@yuf srayrun
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From fiction to reality

HAT A qfAHdr de

This year's World Health Day message — “Together for health. Stand with science” —
underlines the essentiality of adopting a One Health approach to protect animals, the

environment, and humans.
ER ¥ & ﬁ%{ Ry ﬁ?m PT Haq — “Together for health. Stand with science” — d+ %W
HiLan i cRac kG i

It also highlights the critical role of scientific collaboration and the use of evidence in crafting

policy.
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Standing for medical science, together with AIIMS

Democratising world-class healthcare by expanding medical education, correctin;

or over a billion Indians,

world-class healthcare is

no longer a distant

dream centred in New
Delhi; it is now a reality closer to
their homes. Over the past de-
cade, the Government of India has
pursued a coherent strategy to
make healthcare accessible, affor-
dable, and consistent for every In-
dian, irrespective of where they
live. This transformation marks a
shift from a model in which medi-
cal excellence, the beacon of
hope, was concentrated in one ci-
ty to one in which it is distributed
across every region, working as a
unified national system.

Medical education

The journey toward equitable
healthcare begins with the crea-
tors of care — our doctors. India
has witnessed a rapid expansion
in medical education infrastruc-
ture to meet the needs of the coun-
try. Since 2014, MBBS seats across
India have surged from around
50,000 to approximately
1,20,000. Similarly, postgraduate

seats have expanded from around
30,000 to roughly 80,000. By sig-
nificantly increasing the number
of medical colleges and specialty
seats, the government has ensured
a steady pipeline of healthcare
professionals.

The instrument of this structu-
ral transformation is the Pradhan
Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana
(PMSSY). Launched with the expli-
cit mandate of correcting regional
imbalances in tertiary healthcare,
PMSSY has gained unprecedented
momentum since 2014. Of the 22
AIIMS  approved under the
scheme, the majority were sanc-
tioned and operationalised in the
last decade.

The strategy was clear: esta-
blish institutions of the highest na-
tional standing in regions that
needed them most. These are not
mere satellite campuses; each is
an Institute of National Impor-
tance (INI), mandated to deliver
world-class clinical care, educa-
tion, and research, the trinity mis-
sion of AIIMS.

The impact on patient care has

ional imbalances, and ensuring accessible, affordable, and equitable care for all Indians

By significantly increasing the number of medical colleges and specialty seats, the
government has ensured a steady pipeline of healthcare professionals. GETTY IMAGES

been staggering. In the last few
years alone, the new AIIMS have
collectively treated crores of out-
patients and millions of inpatients.
AIIMS New Delhi, the first AIIMS,
recorded approximately 50 lakh
OPD consultations in a single year.
Services that once required pa-
tients to travel hundreds of kilo-
metres are now available locally.
‘This has led to a substantial reduc-
tion in Out-of-Pocket Expenditure
(OOPE), preventing millions of fa-

milies from falling into poverty
due to catastrophic health costs.
The AIIMS expansion sits within
a broader architecture of reform.
While AIIMS ensures the availabil-

charts for the highest ABHA (Ay-
ushman Bharat Health Account)
registrations and have utilised the
“Scan and Share” facility to reduce
wait times, ensuring that patients’
health records follow them seam-
lessly across the country.

‘The evolution of these institutes
is supported by a unique “hand-
holding” model. AIIMS New Delhi,
as the “Mother AIIMS,” has played
a pivotal role in men-
toring new institutions,
supporting them in es-
tablishment,  recruit-
ment, teaching, learn-
ing, and fostering
research collaboration.
This ensures that the
“AIIMS Brand” of ex-
cellence is maintained
and the “AIIMS work culture” is

ity of care, Bharat PM-
JAY guarantees aﬂordablllly by
iding financial to

This collaboration reached a
il in January 2026, when

over 55 crore citizens. Comple-
menting this is the Ayushman Bha-
rat Digital Health Mission (ABDM).

The new AIIMS institutions
have consistently topped the

07A. Standing for medical science, together with AIIMS
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Since 2014, MBBS seats across India have surged from around 50,000 to approximately

1,20,000.

2014 & ¢ MBBS I 50,000 ¥ T¢H= TTHI 1,20,000 B TS &1

directors and deans from all oper-
ational AIIMS gathered at AIIMS
New Delhi to sign a Memorandum
of Understanding establishing the
Pan-AlIMS Research Consortium.

This framework formalises joint
clinical trials and shared patient
data focused on India’s specific
epidemiological priorities, cancer,
metabolic disorders and the inte-
gration of Al in medicine.

Government commitment
With an allocation of around
11,000 crore for PMSSY in the Un-
ion Budget 2026-27, the commit-
ment to health remains
steadfast. The Govern-
ment of India is not
merely expanding ser-
vices; it is democratis-
ing tertiary medical
services. This is what
equitable healthcare
looks like in practice —
a system where the
quality of care is determined by
clinical need, not by a patient’s ge-
ographical location or income. Al-
IMS New Delhi, supported by the
government’s annual budget of
around 5,500 crore, continues
the legacy of the trinity mission:
patient care, medical education,
and medical research.

Similarly, postgraduate seats have expanded from around 30,000 to roughly 80,000.
UReIgUe ¢ 30,000 | TFHT TAAHIT 80,000 81 T8 B
The instrument of this structural transformation is the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha
Yojana (PMSSY).
Y URG BT U e TUTH TRy JRET g1 (PMSSY) B

Of the 22 AIIMS approved under the scheme, the majority were sanctioned and
operationalised in the last decade.
Y IS & dgd Widd 22 TR | J YD s axre § Y= gul
While AIIMS ensures the availability of care, Ayushman Bharat PMJAY guarantees
affordability by providing financial protection to over 55 crore citizens.

et TR ¥R VaTE U FRIT ¢, I8! STSHI HIRd

3N QRef 3ar Bl
Complementing this is the Ayushman Bharat Digital Health Mission (ABDM).
TP Y MY YR f3forea g fiR (AaBDM) ot JeT g3 &

The new AIIMS institutions have consistently topped the charts for the highest ABHA
(Ayushman Bharat Health Account) registrations and have utilised the “Scan and Share”
facility to reduce wait times, ensuring that patients’ health records follow them seamlessly
across the country.

T TR SRIH A ABHA Uttt § Y R U {521 8 3R “Scan and Share” gfaum &
welteT THg &4 far B

With an allocation of around ¥11,000 crore for PMSSY in the Union Budget 2026-27, the
commitment to heglth remains steadfast.
2026-27 P FoIe H PMSSY & o7 TTHIT 11,000 BRIS BT WA a1 T g |
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What TB reveals about India’s urban health system

Tuberculosis shows how g

uberculosis rarely ap-
pears overnight. It de-
velops slowly at the in-
tersection of

impoverishment, precarious liveli-
hoods, and fragile health systems.
Each case tells a larger story — not
just about infection, but about the
conditions in which people live
and the systems meant to protect
them. On World Health Day, TB
serves as a stark reminder that if
“Health for All" is to mean anyth-
ing, it must include those whose
health risks are produced by the
way our cities’ systems are built
and goveri

Nemy 35% of the population
now lives in urban areas, and cities
continue to expand as people ar-
rive in search of work, education,
and opportunity.

Urban risks

Urban India is often assumed to
have better healthcare infrastruc-
mre than rural areas. Yet cities al-

s in India’s urban health systems, combined with socio-economic disenfranchisement and migration, continue to exclude the vulnerable from timely care

create conditions that drive poor
health outcomes. For infectious
diseases such as tuberculosis,
these are not peripheral concerns
~ they are central.

India continues to bear the lar-
gest burden of tuberculosis global-
ly, accounting for nearly one-
fourth of the world’s TB cases. In
India, where exposure is common,
infection alone does not necessari-
ly lead to disease. For most peo-
ple, the immune system contains
it. Disease develops when vulnera-
bilities converge: malnutrition,
overcrowding, physically demand-

ing work, untreated co-morbidi-
ties and delayed access to care.

TB can therefore be read as a
proxy indicator of how well health
and social systems function.

rtunities

‘TB unfolds through a series of mis-
sed opportunities. Early symp-
toms often go unrecognised or un-
lrealed Bclays in diagnosis and

Missed oppor

risk. O

in treatment in-

housmg. poorly ventilated work-
places, long working hours, pollu-
tion, informal employment and
weak social support systems

crease the risk of transmission,
severe illness, and drug resistance.
Each stage represents a point
where effective public health sys-

Health crisis: India continues to bear the largest burden of tuberculosis globally,
accounting for nearly one-fourth of the world's TB cases. FiLE PHOTO

tems could intervene. Where nu-
trition support, social protection,
adequate housing, and accessible
primary healthcare are in place,
TB is more likely to be detected
early and treated successfully.
Conversely, rising TB incidence,
treatment interruptions and multi-
drug-resistant TB often point to
deeper failures in surveillance, fol-
low-up, pharmaceutical regula-
tion, and the broader systems that
sustain health.

TB can no longer be framed on-
ly as a disease of the poor; it is in-

creasingly an urban public health
challenge. In a pathways study of
multi-drug-resistant TB patients in
Mumbai (Bhattacharya et al.,
2019), people often navigated
complex and prolonged care-seek-
ing journeys, moving between
multiple providers before receiv-
ing the correct diagnosis and treat-
ment. Delays, fragmented care
and financial burdens not only
worsened outcomes but also pro-
longed transmission within house-
holds and communities.
These are not isolated stories.

Urban primary healthcare re-
mains fragmented and unevenly
distributed. While the National TB
Elimination Programme provides
diagnosis and treatment through
designated centres, a large propor-
tion of urban residents seek care
from private providers. Data inte-
gration between public and priv-
ate sectors remains incomplete,
making continuity of care difficult.

Migration adds another layer of
exclusion. Migrants fre-
quently change resi-
dences, move between
worksites, or travel
back to their home.
Many lack documenta-
tion linked to their cur-
rent residence or sta-
ble access to social
protection. This can
disrupt treatment, delay care, and
make follow-up difficult.

The geography of services also
matters. Informal settlements, pe-
ri-urban industrial zones, and con-
struction clusters often remain un-
derserved by accessible primary
healthcare, reliable transport, and
essential public services.

This is where the language of

O07A. What TB reveals about India’s.urban health system
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Tuberculosis and urban health realities
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e For infectious diseases such as tuberculosis, these are not peripheral concerns — they are

central.

TB Sft SeTRal & e & gRey dIRur gl

¢ India continues to bear the largest burden of tuberculosis globally, accounting for nearly one-

fourth of the world’s TB cases.
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e Disease develops when vulnerabilities converge: malnutrition, overcrowding, physically

demanding work, untreated co-morbidities and dela
d9RY 74 g @ e v, Wsurs, Hfea wm

e TB can therefore be read as a proxy indicator of how well health and social systems function.

ed access to care.

garel § 33 1Y 3md B

3TN TB WA 3R FTHITS YorTel &1 fRUf &1 Jhde g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,
info@patrioticias.in

Email Id

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

health as a right becomes critical.
Ifhealth is indeed a right, access to
care cannot depend on whether a
person has address proof, speaks
the dominant language, or is set-
tled enough to fit neatly into admi-
nistrative categories. The promise
of “Health for All" cannot be real-
ised through systems designed pri-
marily for stable, documented,
and visible populations.

TB, then, is more than a disease
to be controlled. It is
a diagnostic tool for
the health of our sys-
tems. If India is se-
rious about building
healthier cities,
healthcare must be
portable,  primary
care strengthened,
and disease control
programmes integrated  with
neighbourhood-level services.

Ending TB will require building
urban systems that make health
possible ~ when ‘health for all’
starts not only when people fall
sick, but for those not visible to
policy and for those whose labour
sustains the city while their health
remains marginal to its planning.

Gorakhpur

—
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Are students ready for CBSE’s Al push?

The CBSE curriculum on Computational Thinking and Al aims to build foundational computational skills. However, concerns remain over the extent of students’

grade-appropriate cognitive abilities, which are prerequisites for all subjects. A child who cannot read at grade level is likely to face challenges with Al learning too

EXPLAINER

Aasif Igbal J.

The story so far:
n April 1, 2026, Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan
launched a new CBSE
curriculum on Computational Thinking
and Artificial Intelligence for students
from Classes 3 to 8.

How does the curriculum build Al
knowledge among children?

For Classes 3 to 5, there is no Al content.
The focus is entirely on Computational
Thinking (CT): pattern recognition,
decomposition, abstract thinking, and
algorithmic reasoning. These skills are not
taught as a separate subject. They are
embedded into subjects such as
Mathematics and The World Around Us
(TWAU), through worksheets and
activity-based resource books. Fifty hours
are allocated annually.

Al enters in Class 6. Students are
introduced to foundational Al literacy
alongside advanced CT skills. By Class 8,
the curriculum covers the Al project
lifecycle, data fairness, and real-world
applications. One hundred hours are
allocated annually for Classes 6 to 8.
Throughout, the curriculum avoids
dependence on any specific platform or
device. Unplugged learning is built-in for
schools with limited infrastructure.

How does the curriculum intend to
achieve its goal?

The initiative is designed to develop
foundational computational thinking
skills: logical reasoning, problem-solving,
and pattern recognition. It will familiarise
students with the role of artificial
intelligence in everyday life, starting from
the 2026-27 academic session.

The curriculum document states that
learning standards for CT are integrated
into Mathematics, Science, Language, and
Social Sciences in the lower classes. CT is

1

Classroom goals: The learning outcomes for Classes 3 to 5 include: solving puzzles and daily-life
problems through visual representations and analysing given information. GETTY IMAGES

not a standalone subject sitting beside
1 be deli

It is designed to

thought. Every subject sits on top of this
foundation. So does C: i

through language. The resource book for
Classes 3 to 5 consists of additional
and activities embedded into
existing textbook chapters. Every puzzle,
pattern exercise, and decomposition task
is mediated through text that a child must

read, interpret, and respond to in writing.

The learning outcomes for Classes 3 to
5 include: solving puzzles and daily-life
problems through visual representations,
interpreting texts, and analysing given
information. The assessments for this
stage include written tests involving CT
questions and puzzles, group activities,
and teacher observation journals.

Are our students prepared for it?
Meaningful learning is based on LSRW —
Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing.
These are not soft skills. They are the
cognitive infrastructure through which a
student processes information, builds
understanding, and communicates

Thinking and Al

The CT curriculum for Classes 3 to 5 is,
atits core, a literacy instrument. A child
who cannot read at grade level will not
experience it as a thinking exercise. They
may experience it as a reading barrier.

The Annual Status of Education Report
2024 (ASER), published by Pratham,
surveys children across rural India. More
than half of Class 5 children in
government schools cannot read a Class
2-level text. The ASER reading task has
remained unchanged since 2006: can a
child read a simple story written for a
seven-year-old? After five years of
schooling, more than half of Class 5
children cannot clear that bar.

It can be argued that the domain of
CBSE is largely urban, and private school
students will not have too many
problems. But the PARAKH Rashtriya
Sarvekshan 2024, the Ministry of
Education’s own national assessment goes

07A. Are students ready for CBSE’s Al push?
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e On April 1, 2026, Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launched a new CBSE
curriculum on Computational Thinking and Artificial Intelligence for students from Classes

3to 8.

against that. The survey covered nearly 23
lakh students across approximately
88,000 schools, including government,
aided, and private schools. At Grade 3
level, urban and suburban students in
private schools fared poorly compared to
their rural counterparts. Students in State
government schools scored higher in both
Language and Mathematics. The students
walking into CBSE classrooms this
academic year are not exempt from this
crisis. They are in the middle of it.

‘What are the challenges?

The CT curriculum’s aims state that it
seeks to develop cognitive capacities:
logical thinking, critical thinking, and
analytical reasoning. These depend on
comprehension as a prerequisite.
Abstract reasoning cannot be developed
in a child who cannot understand the text
presenting the reasoning task.

At Class 6, for instance, CT assessments
move to project presentations, reflective
journals, and written assignments.
Teachers are expected to create rubrics to
evaluate student performance. This is
where Al concepts are also introduced for
the first time. A child who spent Classes 3
to 5 struggling to read the CT resource
book will arrive at Class 6 without the
« jonal thinking foundations those
years were supposed to build. The
pipeline breaks quietly, and it breaks
early. We will discover the failure at Class
6, the same way we discovered the
reading failure through ASER: through
data.

The curriculum document also notes
that from Class 6 onwards, evaluations
will focus on project presentations and
assigned tasks. Each of these requires a
level of written and oral articulation that
is built on years of strong LSRW practice.
Without that practice, the assessments
become a test of literacy deficits rather
than computational thinking ability.
(Aasif Igbal J. is an author, educator, and
former COO of iamneo Edutech Private
Limited. He has served for 15 years in the
technology and education sector. Views
expressed are personal.)

THE GIST

v

On April 1, Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
launched a new CBSE
curriculum on Computational
Thinking and Al for students
from Classes 3to 8.

v

For Classes 3 to 5, the skills are
eembedded into existing
subjects. From Class 6
onwards, students are
introduced to foundational Al
and advanced CT skills. By
Class 8, the curriculum covers
the Al project lifecycle, data
faimess, and real-world
applications.
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How does the curriculum build Al knowledge among children?
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e For Classes 3 to 5, there is no Al content.
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e The focus is entirely on Computational Thinking (CT): pattern recognition, decomposition,
abstract thinking, and algorithmic reasoning.

R &

e These skills are not taught as a separate subject.

I DR e fawa & w9 # 7Y veng 9|
e They are embedded into subjects such as Mathematics and The World Around Us (TWAU),
through worksheets and activity-based resource books.
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e Fifty hours are allocated annually.
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Al enters in Class 6.

BT 6 3 TITE B YA B B

Students are introduced to foundational Al literacy alongside advanced CT skKills.
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By Class 8, the curriculum covers the Al project lifecycle, data fairness, and real-world
applications.
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One hundred hours are allocated annually for Classes 6 to 8.
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Throughout, the curriculum avoids dependence on an specn‘lc platform or device.
Ureaehd fordt faRy fEarga a1 wiewid wr fdv =gt

Unplugged learning is built-in for schools with limited mfrastructure.
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The resource book for Classes 3 to 5 consists of additional questions and activities
embedded into existing textbook ¢ ers. .
as&nsﬁsa?wﬁarﬁﬁaamwﬁ;wﬁﬁww%

Every puzzle, pattern exercise, and decomposition task is mediated through text that a child
must read, interpret, and respond to in writing.

TR Tl o T B ugHT, FHgAT R @A giar 71

The learning outcomes for Classes 3 to 5 include: solving puzzles and daily-life problems
through visual representations, interpreting texts, and analysing given information.

B 3 A 5 1 B Ul g0 B, UTS THFAT SR fazawor s dad ¢ |

The assessments for this stage include written tests involving CT questions and puzzles,
group activities, and teacher observation journals.
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Are our students prepared for it?
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Meaningful learning is based on LSRW — Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing.
Trfer e LSRW — =T, e, TeT, foraTm R snenRa §1
These are not soft skills.
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So does Computational Thinking and Al.
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The CT curriculum for Classes 3 to 5 is, at its core, a literacy instrument.
Hef1 3/ 5 HI CT UTSTHH Td ¥ I THh TI&RdT SUHUT & |
A child who cannot read at grade level will not experience it as a thinking exercise.
ST T S0 Hef & TR IR UG ] APpdl, 98 33 Ara- Dl S -Ig] THN |
More than half of Class 5 children in government schools cannot read a Class 2-level
text.
WDHRY THdl & BT 5 D Y Y YD T BT 2 TR DT UTS To] Ug Ihd |
But the PARAKH Rashtriya Sarvekshan 2024, the Ministry of Education’s own national
assessment goes against that.
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The survey covered nearly 23 lakh students across approximately 88,000 schools, including

government, aided, and private schools.
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At Grade 3 level, urban and suburban students in private schools fared poorly compared to
their rural counterparts.
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Students in State government schools scored higher in both Language and Mathematics.
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Understanding India’s
internet censorship regime

An internet user’s experience in India depends on the ISP, which determines their access to content

Karan Saini

he experience an Internet user
has in India is closely tied to
the Internet Service Provider

(ISP) they choose. Perceived
differences are not limited only to pricing
and quality of service, but also to how
much of the Internet a user can access,
which changes from one ISP to another.
This is because ISPs in India — much like
everywhere else — block websites in
response to government and court orders.
However, implementation is not uniform
across 1SPs, and blocklists vary widely.

Sections 69A and 79 of the Information
Technology Act, 2000, empower the
government to issue blocking orders to
ISPs and intermediaries. The licensing
agreement for ISPs explicitly requires that
they “block Internet sites [...] as identified
and directed by the Licensor.” ISPs are
confidentially bound to the blocking

orders they receive and implement.

Protocols and implementation
The Internet is made up of protocols like
the Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP),
Transport Layer Security (TLS), and
Domain Name System (DNS) among
others. When an ISP receives a blocking
order, it is free to implement it through
any or all of these protocols. DNS is the
first layer a user interacts with when
trying to access a website and is
responsible for translating names like
example.com to addresses that browsers
can understand. When an ISP wants to
block a domain at the DNS layer, it
configures its servers to return a false
answer. This technique is called DNS
poisoning. A user’s request for
example.com doesn’t end up at the actual
address for the website, but to whatever
address the ISP has pointed it to instead.
Most Indian ISPs rely primarily on DNS

blocking as it is cheap to implement and
requires no deep packet inspection.

What the data shows

To understand the scale of website
blocking in India, I queried the DNS
servers of six major and regional ISPs to
test the censorship of 294 million
domains. These tests were carried out
over many months in 2025. The study
quantifies what previous qualitative
research on Internet censorship in India
has shown. Despite receiving the same
blocking orders, not all ISPs block the
same websites.

Out of the total 43,083 blocked domain
names found by the study, only 1,414 were
blocked by all six ISPs. This is caveated by
the fact that some of the ISPs surveyed
may be using other protocols to block
these domains, which the study does not
cover. What is clear however is that at
least on the DNS layer, domains are

treated inconsistently based on the
category of content they host. Piracy,
peer-to-peer file sharing, pornography
and gambling websites make up the
majority of what is blocked, yet blocks are
not consistently enforced across ISPs. For
domains hosting terrorism and militancy
content, blocking consistency across ISPs
goes up dramatically. Perfect consensus
can be seen in certain sensitive cases,
such as the blocking of China’s
Weibo.com or the website of
Srinagar-based publication The Kashmir
Walla, showing that some orders are
treated more seriously than others. Along
with this, almost all ISPs appear to engage
in arbitrary blocking in some form.

‘While highlighting only some notable
blocks, the study shows the haphazard
way in which both regional and national
1SPs are currently implementing blocking
orders. In the absence of a standardised
framework or guidelines, ISPs are left to
their own devices, resulting in an
inconsistent blocking landscape.

Inconsistency is not the only problem
however. The regime is needlessly
opaque. An ideal system would see
disclosure of blocked domains from the
source, with exceptions only for sensitive
matters such as those concerning national
security and websites hosting child sexual
abuse material.

(Karan Saini is an independent security
researcher from New Delhi.)

07A. Understanding India’s internet censorship regime

YRA B e3¢ JURIRIT HATRIT HT FHSAT

e The experience an Internet user has in India is closely tied to the Internet Service Provider
(ISP) they choose.

YRA H

THE GIST

A4

ISPs in India block websites in
response to government and
court orders. However,
implementation is not uniform
across |SPs, and blocklists vary
widely.

A4

For domains hosting terrorism
and militancy centent,
blocking is more consistent
across ISPs, with near
consensus in certain sensitive
cases. At the same time, almost
all ISPs appear to engage in
some form of arbitrary
blocking.

$eRAC ITANTHT BT 3IHd IP I U e3¢ a1 USHHT (1ISP) I JST &Il &

e Perceived differences are not limited only to pricing and quality of service, but also to how
much of the Internet a user can access.

3R Had BrAd R A4T UG db I 61 8, Feh 39 ard R off 1R 8 o Swamaar

fopaT Sexe TR R Tobdl B

e This changes from one ISP to another.

T8 TP ISP I U ISP H geerdl 3gdT g

e This is because ISPs in India block websites in response to government and court orders.
Ffp YR T ISP ARBIRY SR ATATT & TSN & TR JaISe] bl &l HRd gl
¢ However, implementation is not uniform across ISPs, and blocklists vary widely.

AP BTG THH Tal & 3R TP eNT-3 T gielt &

Legal provisions and framework

P UG 3R

e Sections 69A and 79 of the Information Technology Act, 2000 empower the government to

L

issue blocking orders.

MY U™, 2000 B YRT 69A 3R 79 THR P! SAMNHT ST TR B BT MBR eft

gl

e The licensing agreement requires ISPs to “block Internet sites [...] as directed by the
Licensor.”

TSI FHENT ISP I 1 adl & fos 3 e devrsel o <ife 3|

e ISPs are confidentially bound to the blocking orders they receive.

ISP 3 31T & Ufd Mg & ud a1 g 2

Protocols and implementation

Merera R Frat<agd

e The Internet is made up of protocols like HTTP, TLS, and DNS.

ZeAT HTTP, TLS 3 DNS S Ticidhid ¥ 51
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ISPs can implement blocking through any of these protocols.
ISP 3 WIeieTd & HIeOH § salldhTT Ar] HR Iabd! gl
DNS is the first layer a user interacts with while accessing a website.

DNS 38 Ugdl ¥R & [T STIRTHAl dedTse TR dXd 999 J0dh HRal |
DNS translates domain names into machine-readable addresses.

DNS SIAH 1! &) 7=f9-qa+a ua & seadr 8|
When blocking at DNS layer, ISPs return a false answer, called DNS poisoning.
DNS ¥R TR sdlih T # ISP TTdd 3WR &a &, fSR DNS poisoning &7 S 3|
The request is redirected to a different address instead of the actual website.

RIY IRAMAD daSe

& Soy Pt 3 Ud TR Aol e S g |

Most Indian ISPs rely on DNS blocking as it is cheap and simple.

ARIBTY HRART ISP DNS SATTRIT T IUINT Hd & FIP g J&T MR MEH B |

What the data shows

ST eufar @

The study tested 294 million domains across six ISPs in 2025.
I T 2025 T B8 ISP W 294 fAferat /8= &1 udern fdar mar|

Out of 43,083 blocked domains, only 1,414 were blocked by all six ISPs.
43,083 SATH SHAA T ¥ Had 1,414 FHT ISP §RT sle [T W)
This shows inconsistency even when ISPs receive the same orders.
T8 i 8 & TAM e e o oft srwifer 81
Some ISPs may use other protocols not covered in the study.
TS ISP 3T WSIBIA BT SN IR Thd & Sif g T A el A
Domains are treated differently based on content category.
S B 3! AR Fo & SMUR TR S-S Ridh o sl [T oirdll ¢ |

Most blocked domains include piracy, peer-to-peer sharing, pornography, and gambling.

SHRepTRT Sl S YRR, P2P AR, NHRM®T 3R F3m I 93 &

Blocklng of terrorism and militancy content is more consistent.

TIPATG 3R IUAIE T 93 Hee W sl 3w JETd 71
Perfect consensus exists in sensitive cases like Weibo.com and The Kashmir Walla.

YdeTMd ATEl # SR Weibo.com 3R The Kashmir Wallamqﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ'@?ﬂ%l

Almost all ISPs engage in some form of arbitrary blocking.

AHT gt 1sp Bt T fF U & A sATTh T Hd § |

‘Govt.s semiconductor mission will promote research’

Though India accounts for nearly 20% of the world's semiconductor design engineers, it doesn't have its own design firms, says Amitesh Kumar Sinha, Additional Secretary, Electronics and IT Ministry,

at the The Hindu Deep Tech Summit; the India Semiconductor Mission 2.0 will expand beyond the first phase to include research and development, equipment manufacturing and skilling, he adds

Sahana Mira S.
CHENNAI

he Union govern-
ment has underta-
ken various mea-

sures, including a policy
push, to promote deep
tech in India, said Amitesh
Kumar Sinha, Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), and
CEO of the India Semicon-
ductor Mission, in Chennai
on Monday.

He was addressing the
audience during the inaug-
ural ceremony of The Hin-
du Deep Tech Summit
2026 hosted by The Hindu
Group, in association with
the SRM Institute of
Science and Technology
(SRMIST).

“Semiconductors form
an industry with many ver-
ticals. Though India ac-
counts for nearly 20% of
the world’s design engi-

| ]

(From right) Amitesh Kumar Sinha, Additional Secretary, Union Ministry of Electronics and IT;

S. Ponnusamy, Registrar, SRM; LV. Navaneeth, CEO, The Hindu Group; Paneerselvam Madanagopal,
CEO, Meity Startup Hub; B. Govindarajan, CEO, Royal Enfield India; and C. Muthamizhchelvan,
Vice-Chancellor, SRM Institute of Science and Technology; at the summit on Monday. R. RAGU

neers, we don’t have our
own design companies,
which is a challenge. The
India Semiconductor Mis-
sion has a few verticals to
address, and we started
with design, manufactur-
ing, and packaging,” Mr.

Sinha said. “To further
deepen this conversation,
we are now working to-
wards developing a com-
plete ecosystem under the
India Semiconductor Mis-
sion 2.0. This will expand
beyond the first phase to

include materials, re-
search and development,
chemicals, gases, equip-
ment manufacturing, and
skilling,” he added.

LV. Navaneeth, CEO,
The Hindu Group, said
deep tech is no longer con-

L.

fined to laboratories and
research papers.

He said it is shaping eco-
nomies, redefining indus-
tries, and influencing the
way people live, work and
think. “From semiconduc-
tors and artificial intelli-
gence to advanced mate-
rials and space
technologies, the next de-
cade belongs to those who
can engineer the future,
not just imagine it,” he
added.

C.

&SRM @

THE 4@ HINDU |

: / Deep Tech

graduates but not always
solutions. He said that the
functioning of universities
needs to be shaped from
an academia perspective.

“Bridge the gap’

“A deep tech summit like
this will eventually bridge
the gap between intellec-
tual potential on campuses
and the expected impact-
ful solutions for the global
challenges. The questions
we need to ask is, ‘Are we
really ipping our stu-

Vice-Chancellor, SRMIST,
said that universities have
been sending out talented

dents on how to build,
what to think? Do we have
sufficient infrastructure for
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laboratories for students
and faculty to explore
beyond what is prescribed
in the curriculum and are
we opening up to indus-
tries?”” he said.

Panneerselvam Mada-
nagopal, CEO, MeitY Star-
tup Hub, which operates
under the Ministry, said
that the need for industry-
academia collaboration is
extremely critical.

“Mentoring, market ac-
cess, and money are the
support that we provide at
MeitY Startup Hub. But the
challenge today in India is
we have a lot of me-too
start-ups. We need to look
for fundamentally strong
companies which are wor-
thy of investment, solving
real problems, and driving
change in the ecosystem,”
he added.

B. Govindarajan, CEO of
Royal Enfield India, spoke
about the role of deep tech
in the automobile industry.

He also said that there was
immense opportunity for
micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) too,
with about six crore
MSMEs performing well in
India. “For the young
minds who are into re-
search and innovation,
funding is not a challenge -
both Indian industries and
the government are ready
to support ideas that solve
real-world problems,” he
said.

The industry partner for
the event is Madras Man-
agement Association. The
Knowledge partners are
IHFC-Technology Innova-
tion Hub of IIT Delhi; Ivy
Club-Chennai;  Sathguru
Catalysing  Success; 2C
Stem Steering Technology
Management; BIRAC, Bio-
Nest; Niti Aayog Atal Inno-
vation Mission; and DPIIT
#startupindia. The Ecosys-
tem partner is Startup Sin-
gam.

Road, Gorakhpur
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FTRBR BT A edeR T I B ggrar

e Though India accounts for nearly 20% of the world’s semiconductor design engineers.

YR g1 & THTHTT 20% At eaex fEsmg goiferary &1 arer a1 3

e Though India accounts for nearly 20% of the world’s design engineers, we don’t have our own

design companies, which is a challenge.
BTalifeh HIRdl G- & TTHT 20% FSSITE SollfERT T TG <l 8, AT 8HIR URT 3T+t
f&ire hufral 61 8, S T gt 8|

e The India Semiconductor Mission has a few verticals to address, and we started with design,

manufacturing, and packaging,” Mr. Sinha said.

3T efidsaer =M & dgd 3 A5 & Geifd w1 8, 3R 57 fwie, fmfor oiR
TosfoiT T T amd 31, ot g A &g
e “To further deepen this conversation, we are now working towards developing a complete
ecosystem under the India Semiconductor Mission 2.0.

Y ST BT 3R TR HRA & Y, §H 319 Sfear Aftrsaer iR 2.0 & d8d ue guf
SHIRREH fApRId B i fexn H e R @ B

e This will expand beyond the first phase to include materials, research and development,
chemicals, gases, equipment manufacturing, and skilling,” he added.

g g RO Y

3BT D1 e HXM,” I8 HET|

e He also said that there was immense opportunity for MSMEs, with about six crore MSMEs
performing well in India.

I8 Fel {6 HRAT H ATHT TG BIIS MSMEs & JIJ MSME & & forT +ff 3uR 3/awR B

¢ “For the young minds who are into research and innovation, funding is not a challenge — both

‘Govt.’s semiconductor mission will promote research’

3T IR YRR, ST U4 fadr, TR, 79, Iuaur fAafor sk Siera

Indian industries and the government are ready to support ideas that solve real-world
problems,” he said.

ST AT ST SR TaER § T §, I forg BIE $H13 I0ar 781 § — YR ST 3R

WHR GH aRdfdd A3 B g B dlel fFIRY &1 JHef & & o R 8,7 3511 Pl

‘Govt. to create deep-tech infrastructure with industry’

+ The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAL

Offering a glimpse into the
India Semiconductor Mis-
sion (ISM) 2.0, Amitesh Ku-
mar Sinha, Additional Se-
cretary at the Ministry of
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology and CEO
of the India Semiconduc-
tor Mission, on Monday
said the government was
working to support the es-
tablishment of facilities for
chemicals, gases, mate-
rials, and equipment ma-
nufacturing in India.

“ISM 2.0 is totally fo-
cussed on these verticals,”
Mr. Sinha stated during a fi-
reside chat, “From As-
sembly to Electronics Ex-
cellence: India’s
Semiconductor Ambi-
tions”, at the two-day Deep
Tech Summit 2026 organ-
ised by The Hindu Group
in association with the
SRM Institute of Science
and Technology (SRMIST)

07A.

ol ]

ALAMITESH
IMAR SINHA

Future course: Amitesh Kumar Sinha, Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, in conversation
with Aroon Deep, Principal Correspondent, The Hindu. R.RAGU

in Chennai.

Observing that setting
up semiconductor manu-
facturing is not an easy
task, Mr. Sinha, in conver-
sation with Aroon Deep,
Principal Correspondent at
The Hindu, said the indus-
try has multiple ingre-
dients and every ingre-
dient has a very precise
implementation process or
engineering process that is
required to set that up.

Flagging certain challenges
faced by companies, he
said the companies are
overcoming those pro-
blems with the support of
the government which ful-
ly understands that ecosys-
tem has a very important
Tole.

Equipment, technology
partners, and supply chain
partners are important, he
pointed out. “We are trying
to support setting up of a

Deep tech is vel
capital intensive and
needs a lot of
infrastructure, says
the Semiconductor
Mission CEO

facility for chemicals, gas-
es, materials, and equip-
ment manufacturing in In-
dia. So, the next leg of ISM
2.0 will focus entirely on
these verticals”

Observing that other
three verticals of design,
manufacturing, and pack-
aging will continue, Mr.
Sinha said: “Besides, these
kinds of ecosystem deve-
lopment efforts will start.
Parallelly, we will also start
working on specific tech-
nology development
oriented R&D.”

Skilling will be a thrust
area going forward, he
underlined.

Replying to a query, Mr.
Sinha said the govern-

ment’s role was to create
opportunities and to pro-
vide infrastructure and al-
so underlined the impor-
tance  of  industry’s
participation. “We  all
know that deep tech is very
capital intensive and it
needs a lot of infrastruc-
ture in terms of lab facility,
testing facilities and many
more. The government will
create that along with the
industry,” he said. So, the
industry which is looking
for a real-time solution to
integrate in their product
lines or to solve some pro-
blems that they are facing,
is also a very important
partner in all this, he
added.

Attracting talent

“The industry and govern-
ment will have to create a
platform where the acade-
mia and industry research-
ers, innovators can come
together,” stated the senior
IAS officer. Once it is esta-

‘Govt. to create deep-tech infrastructure with industry’

TRPR I & 1Y FUae? SIu-2o SRR FATI

blished as a centre of excel-
lence, it will start attracting
talent from everywhere.
And that is when it be-
comes an organisation
where deep tech kind of
solutions will be generated
and then it will continue
the journey,” Mr. Sinha
said.

On the need for the in-
dustry to do six sigma ma-
nufacturing in terms of
quality control and build
indigenous design, the offi-
cial said: “ Electronics is
basically very, very fo-
cused towards reliability.
And once your systems are
reliable, then your market
access will further in-
crease. In semiconductor
chips, yield is a parame-
ter.” Six sigma was a sym-
bol indicating that one has
to control their process, he
said. “You have to optimise
that process. You have to
analyse the defect lines
and then improve it to near
to perfection level.”
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e Under India Semiconductor Mission (ISM) 2.0, the government was working to support the
establishment of facilities for chemicals, gases, materials, and equipment manufacturing
in India.

gfear Grffdrsaex =M (1ISM) 2.0 3t Fa® ¢d gT, =T $HR Rig1, sifaRad afs,
AT e 3R a1 Mt dared 3R cEOo, 3fear Tfidrsaer IR 3 THAR &1 el
% PR YR A I7Ta-, A9, Irrh 3R Iuwwor fmtor & fow g wifd sA &1 9=
IRIE T

o “ISM 2.0 is totally focussed on these verticals,”

o “We are trying to support the setting up of a facility for chemicals, gases, materials, and
equipment manufacturing in India.

T YR H 3914, A, ARl 8iv Iussvr fAutor & fog gfaems wifta e &1 gudq o
W®E

e Observing that the other three verticals of design, manufacturing, and packaging will
continue.

o Parallelly, we will also start working on specific technology development oriented R&D.”
T g1, 9 foRiw Wit faer enenfya srRiem ud faem (RaD) W Mt &1 & w411

e Skilling will be a thrust area going forward, he underlined.

I SR fear i o wYwrer fae ue v &1 gl

“0[“‘_‘“ , O7A. Artemis Il breaks Apollo 13’s record
Artemis Il breaks Apollo 13's record  as humans travel farther into space

as humans travel farther into space 3™ 11 = 3@l 13 &1 R@ls qalsT,
ATHq Safve # iR gR 9% Uga

e Artemis Il breaks Apollo 13’s record as
humans travel farther into space.

STER 11 9 3rdielt 13 &1 Rpis drel, AFa sfafe o
3R X I Ug |

e The four astronauts embarking on NASA’s
lunar flyby became on Monday the humans to travel
furthest from our planet, as they get set to view areas
of the moon never before seen by the naked eye.
T & R WTSETy W e TR Sfafer ani
k. 4 csesapas TR THIR DI Gt ¥ G4 R AT HRA aTed JFd & 11,

e four astronauts embarking on NASA’s lunar came on azmﬁ; T ¥ 3 3
Monday the humans to travel ﬁmhest from our pl);n{zt, as they get a Wa; B:{aaﬁ ﬁ él?ﬁ el Q% % %1% q%@f
Foft i el A 8T < T

set to view areas of the moon never before seen by the naked eye.

The Artemis Il team surpassed the distance record of 400,171 e The Artemis Il team surpassed the distance
kilometres set by Apollo 13 in 1970. AFP record of 400,171 kilometres set by Apollo 13 in
1970.
STEFART 11 9 7 1970 H 3(UTal 13 GRT RIUT 400,171 fraier &1 gt & Ravie &I IR HR
feran |

GS Paper I11: Environment,

TOPICS COVERED | 07 April 2026

07A | 518 of 697 lakes in J&K either vanished or shrunk: CAG
TH-HIAR T 697 A A 518 A a1 df 199 & 15 a1 %S T5: CAG

O7A | Arrest the grief Livelihood issues are at the heart of illegal sand mining
in central India

W DI D MTSADT & Ue, 0 R A @AY I @IT P h5 A 8

07A | Climate change as a public health emergency

Sarg URad- T Hidei-e WA UTddid & &0
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Members of Chile’s National Fisheries and Aquaculture Service (Sernapesca) collect samples to determine the cause of death of a juvenile

humpback whale stranded on Cucao beach in Chiloe Island. REUTERS

Members of Chile’s National Fisheries and
Aquaculture Service (Sernapesca) collect
samples to determine the cause of death of a
juvenile humpback whale stranded on Cucao
beach in Chiloe Island.

518 of 697 lakes in J&K either vanished or shrunk: CAG

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

A whopping 518 lakes, con-
stituting 74%, have either
disappeared or shrunk in
Jammu and Kashmir, ac-
cording to the latest report
of the Comptroller and
Auditor General of India
on Conservation and Man-
agement of Lakes for the
period up to March 2022.
Consequently, it has de-
graded ecosystem and cli-
mate insecurity.

The report highlighted
that 315 lakes, 45% of the
total 697 lakes in J&K that
constitute a water area of
1,537.07 hectares, have dis-
appeared. “These lakes in-
cluded 80 lakes (25%) fall-
ing under the jurisdiction
of the Forest Department
and 235 lakes (75%) falling
under the jurisdiction of
Revenue Department and
Agriculture Department,”
it said.

The water area of 203

The CAG report highlighted that 315 lakes in J&K that constitute a
water area of 1,537.07 hectares have disappeared. FILE PHOTO

lakes (29% of 697 lakes)
had decreased by 1,314.19
hectares. The report sug-
gested that water in 63
lakes has disappeared by
“more than or equal to
50%”. “Thus, there is a po-
tential greater risk of ex-
tinction of these lakes,” it
added.

Meanwhile, the water
area of 150 lakes (22%) has
increased by 538.22 hec-
tares. “The water area of
14,535.76 hectares in 29
lakes (4% of 697 lakes) had

remained static,” the re-

port pointed out.

Cause of floods
The CAG report suggested
that the shrinkage of lake
area was one of the causes
for massive floods in J&K in
September 2014, “as lakes
are natural flood balancing
reservoirs and defence for
the flood regulating
system”.

It highlighted that four
administrative depart-
ments and the Forest De-

partment did not have lake
generic management pro-
grammes. As such they
failed to check growing an-
thropogenic  pressures
around lakes, resulting in
loss and decrease in open
water area and increase in
aquatic vegetation. “This
adversely affected the eco-
systemn of the lakes,” it said.

It further pointed out
that failure to formulate
conservation and manage-
ment programmes and to
undertake lake generic
management activities by
the district administrations
concerned and the Forest
Department in respect of
44 lakes resulted in anthro-
pogenic pressures, gener-
ated by human activities
including  construction
works. “These anthropo-
genic pressures led to land
use changes in these
lakes,” it added.

According to the report,
the J&K Ecology, Environ-
ment & Remote Sensing

07A. 518 of 697 lakes in J&K either vanished or shrunk: CAG

S-SR T 607 W A 518 iie a1 oY M4 81 5 91 P s TS: CAG

e A whopping 518 lakes, constituting 74%, have either disappeared or shrunk in Jammu and
Kashmir, according to the latest report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India on
Conservation and Management of Lakes for the period up to March 2022.

ST

Department, had “failed to
carry out a detailed survey
of 697 lakes”. “Hence
physical, chemical and bio-
logical dynamics of lakes
were not available for pre-
paring development plans
for these lakes,” it said.

Besides, 255 lakes, un-
der the jurisdiction of the
Forest Department, “had
no comprehensive conser-
vation and management
programme”. “Although
high altitude lakes in pro-
tected areas are free from
anthropogenic pressures,
they may be facing pro-
blems of siltation and is-
sues relating to water
sources. As such, they also
require conservation and
management efforts,” it
suggested.

The J&K government
has conservation and man-
agement programmes for
only six lakes, which in-
clude Dal, Wular, Hoker-
sar, Manasbal, Surinsar
and Mansar lakes.

IR T et 518 S, Sl 74% B, T1 41 M B L € A1 Ryps 7L €, T§ BRI HRA &

ford=res wd HeTaET Wilere Bt A 2022 I B 3fafd B e TR&0T T Uey Rard 7 & 7

H

e “These lakes included 80 lakes (25%) falling under the jurisdiction of the Forest Department
and 235 lakes (75%) falling under the jurisdiction of Revenue Department and Agriculture

Department,”

it said.

= el 7 ¥ 80 B (25%) 99 fAURT & iR & & off 3R 235 3hte (75%) Irera faumT

IR P AU & SfFR &= & ff » Ko & w1 mam
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e The water area of 203 lakes (29% of 697 lakes) had decreased by 1,314.19 hectares.
203 3ial (697 SN BT 29%) BT 5d & 1,314.19 TFUR AP HH &l T ¢

e The report suggested that water in 63 lakes has disappeared by “more than or equal to 50%”.

e & 3ER 63 3@ d Uit “50% a1 IR SIRIF” I JAT BT TR B

e “Thus, there is a potential greater risk of extinction of these lakes,” it added.

RUUPR 1

el & faqu 81 &1 3ifde Tavr 8,7 Ruid & et man

e Meanwhile, the water area of 150 lakes (22%) has increased by 538.22 hectares.

3T 1 150 3l (22%) BT 5 &5 538.22 §HUT 91 8|

e The CAG report suggested that the shrinkage of lake area was one of the causes for massive
floods in J&K in September 2014, “as lakes are natural flood balancing reservoirs and

Arrest :ﬂe grief

Livelihood issues are at the heart of
illegal sand mining in central India
T he National Chambal Gharial Sanctuary

in central India protects a lotic ecosystem
across an area straddling three States. Its
existence is crucial for the critically endangered
gharial, the red-crowned roofed turtle and the
endangered Ganges river dolphin. All three spe-
cies depend on sand to survive, especially the riv-
er’s sandbars and sandbanks. Yet, organised
crime and state paralysis have been stealing away
just that sand, prompting the Supreme Court of
India to call the local sand-mining mafia “modern
dacoits”. The mafia erupted to meet the demand
for sand during North India’s construction boom,
and has been able to exploit gaps in jurisdiction
among the three States — Rajasthan, Madhya Pra-
desh, and Uttar Pradesh — despite the Court and
the National Green Tribunal (NGT) banning the
activity. State governments have also abetted this
ploy by passing the buck on acting against the
mafia. Between 2017 and 2024, tractor trolleys la-
den with illegally mined sand mowed down for-
est guards and police officers while miners also
shot at police during raids. The police reported
that miners had also begun using local villagers to
track the movement of patrol vehicles using mo-
bile apps and GPS. By 2023, reports indicated
that mining syndicates in the Gwalior-Chambal
region were using semi-automatic weapons, of-
ten outgunning the local forest departments.
Frustrated with having failed to staunch the
bleeding, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan at-
tempted to legalise sand mining in certain dis-
tricts inside the sanctuary. Madhya Pradesh sub-
mitted proposals for limited mining in two
districts but resistance from the NGT stalled its
plans, and the State subsequently withdrew
them. Rajasthan followed with a similar proposal
in March this year only for the Court to block it.
Traditional agriculture is difficult in the Chambal
ravines, leaving many young men to turn to min-
ing sand for a living. The mafia recruits them as
foot soldiers, leaving forest officials to face ‘pu-
blic anger’ when they militate against the mafia.
The Court took suo motu cognisance of Rajas-
than’s measure, with Justice Sandeep Mehta, last
week, ‘reminding’ the State of the National Secur-
ity Act and the State-specific Goonda Act. The
Court’s frustration is understandable. But given
the recent troubled history of green governance,
where it has played regulator, there is merit in the
Court disciplining the regulator rather than re-
placing it. The lesson from Chambal’s violent his-
tory is that force alone cannot quiet an economy
feeding on grievance. Sweeping crackdowns will
deepen local resentment and entrench the same
social cover that sustains the syndicates. Lasting
change will come only from restoring lawful live-
lihoods and credible, even-handed enforcement.

defence for the flood regulating system”.
CAG RUIE & R Shdl & & | Tt RidaR 2014 H S wHR &
313 WivT 91 o SR E ¥ U@ o, “aifoh idl UIpiad dlg dga
SR 3R TG HA0T FomTel! ST & et 5 I

¢ It highlighted that four administrative departments and the
Forest Department did not have generic management programmes.

Y SR T b IR TR AU SR o faum & o el &

fore T e SRisH e A

e As such they failed to check growing anthropogenic
pressures around lakes, resulting in loss and decrease in open water
area and increase in aquatic vegetation.

Y HRUd Al & AU Fgd ATaSI-d gardl &f Fufd s d
fatrer 38, Forad ot o &3 B et 3R STeitg gufa # 9fs gs |

e “This adversely affected the ecosystem of the lakes,” it said.
T Sidl & urifRufaet @3 R ufdga uya g1, Ruic & g1 m|

e  “Although high altitude lakes in protected areas are free from
anthropogenic pressures, they may be facing problems of siltation
and issues relating to water sources.

BT W& & Bt I ST arelt el AHgId gad J Jod @,
AT 3 TG THTG SR STt Hdl I Faferd Geranait o7 I o K 8l
qHhch gl

e As such, they also require conservation and management
efforts,” it suggested.

3TferT I+t TREUT 3R Te vl B sravadhar 3, KUl # gea
fear

e The J&K government has conservation and management
programmes for only six lakes, which include Dal, Wular, Hokersar,
Manasbal, Surinsar and Mansar lakes.

Wwéwaﬁaw@?ﬁ$mwm 3R UeYA
wdmr%% 579 59, geR, SR, AT, GRAGR MR #9R 3hd
M|

O7A. Arrestthe grief Livelihood issues are at the heart
of illegal sand mining in central India

g@ﬁﬁ%W%lﬁnwwﬁeﬁuﬁw

e The National Chambal Gharial Sanctuary in central India
protects a lotic ecosystem across an area straddling three States. Its
existence is crucial for the critically endangered gharial, the red—
crowned roofed turtle and the endangered Ganges river dolph

He HRd H R gt <ae uf$ara srvarReg i sl o

mmmhﬁ:ﬁa%aaaﬁz&nm%ws{%aﬂmmﬁmm GG
e HF3AT 3R FWIUTT T SHp & T 3d Ageayul |
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e All three species depend on sand to survive, especially the river's sandbars and sandbanks.
A i gt Siifad Te4 & e ¥, Ay &0 § 7 & Yfia qef ek gl Rk 8

e Traditional agriculture is difficult in the Chambal ravines, leaving many young men to turn to
mining sand for a living.
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Climate change as a public health emergency

hen we talk about climate change, the
w conversation almost always veers
toward rising sea levels or extreme

weather events. Some may even talk about the
economic disruption that these natural disasters
can and do cause. However, few, if any, touch
upon another dimension of climate change: the
broad-spectrum medical crisis that changing
planetary patterns can trigger, as climate change
intensifies every disease we already know and
opens the door to those we have yet to face.

Nowhere is this more visible than in India.
Increasingly frequent and severe waterlogging
due to excess rain in cities such as Mumbai is
creating ideal conditions for waterborne
infections including cholera, typhoid, hepatitis A
and leptospirosis. Recurrent waterlogging
overwhelms sanitation infrastructure,
contaminates clean water supplies, and leaves
urban populations exposed to serious illnesses.

Conversely, drought-prone regions are facing
worsening water scarcity, forcing communities to
rely on unsafe water sources, thereby increasing
the burden of diarrhoeal diseases as well as
chronic dehydration.

Expanding disease risk

Meanwhile, shifting seasonal patterns are driving
arise in infections, allergies and vector-borne
diseases, as changing temperatures and rainfall
cycles disrupt established trends and prolong
pollen seasons. Disease windows are expanding,
and their geographic reach is steadily widening,
quietly accelerating climate-driven spread.
Communities with no prior exposure lack
immunity, while health-care systems in these
regions remain underprepared to respond at
scale. One major example of this is the
exponential growth of mosquito-borne diseases,
as rising temperatures have made previously
inhospitable regions suitable for this insect. The
impact on dengue patterns is already measurable
in Delhi-NCR. The number of cases traditionally
peaked in September but now peaks in
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impacts

November, as warmer and rainier conditions
sustain mosquito populations for longer periods.

Malaria, once largely confined to endemic
pockets of the Gangetic Plains and the warm,
humid regions of central India, is now being
reported in cooler areas such as Himachal
Pradesh, where it historically had minimal
presence.

Climate change threats

Climate change also triggers rising air pollution.
As summers become increasingly hotter, greater
reliance on air conditioning drives higher energy
use and greenhouse gas emissions. These
emissions contain elevated levels of PMzs —
microscopic pollutants that penetrate deep into
the lungs and bloodstream - exerting widespread
effects across multiple organs in the
body, particularly the lungs, heart and
kidneys.

Fine particulate matter penetrates
deep into the lungs, causing
inflammation, reduced lung function,
and exacerbating respiratory
conditions such as asthma and chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease.

These particulates can also damage
blood vessels, accelerate
atherosclerosis, and increase the risk of
hypertension, heart attack and stroke. The
kidneys are equally vulnerable, and chronic
exposure can impair kidney function, reduce
filtration efficiency, and contribute to the
progression of chronic kidney disease.

Greenhouse gases also trap more heat in the
atmosphere, creating a feedback loop that
amplifies the very crisis we are trying to manage
through air conditioners and other cooling
appliances. This heat stress forces the heart to
work harder to regulate the body’s temperature,
increasing strain on the cardiovascular system.
This can trigger complications such as
hypertension, heart attack, and stroke. These
conditions disproportionately affect people

07A. Climate change as a public health emergency .
WY AUTAHTd & &9 §

¢ Increasingly frequent and severe waterlogging due to excess rain in cities such as Mumbai is
creating ideal conditions for waterborne infections including cholera, typhoid, hepatitis A
and leptospirosis.
s S e H 31 auf I PRI IR-IR S e JTAURTE goll, TRPIES, SUcsied A 3R
ATRUERIR S Srerot=ra STival & e siged fRufy s @18

e Recurrent waterlogging overwhelms sanitation infrastructure, contaminates clean water
supplies, and leaves urban populations exposed to serious illnesses.
IR-R STAHRTG TSl AT B WUTFIT BT 8, T T B! gford vl § SR Al bl
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without adequate shelter, such as manual
labourers who spend long hours working
outdoors in extreme conditions.

Parts of the country, such as Odisha,
Telangana, and Vidarbha, are reporting a rising
number of heat-stroke-related deaths. In
addition, rising night-time temperatures in urban
pockets such as Delhi-NCR and Mumbai are
eliminating the critical recovery window that the
human body relies on to cool down after
prolonged daytime heat exposure.

Infant health outcomes are also increasingly at
risk — exposure to extreme heat and air pollution
has been linked to preterm births and low birth
weight among newborns.

Impact on food security

The health consequences of climate

change also extend into food systems

and nutrition. Extreme weather events

and unseasonal rain disrupt crop

cycles and reduce agricultural

productivity, contributing to food

@ shortages. The declining nutritional
quality of food crops, combined with
rising prices, further compounds the
crisis, creating a hidden burden of
micronutrient deficiencies and chronic

malnutrition, especially among children.

Rising temperatures can also cause a decline in
milk production, as cattle affected by heat stress
compromise infant and child nutrition. These
cascading effects on food security translate
directly into weakened immunity and greater
vulnerability to disease particularly among
children and the elderly.

The warnings have existed for decades, but
were largely overlooked. Climate change is no
longer a distant threat — for public health in
India, it is already a present reality. It is a
multifaceted challenge. Treating it as purely
environmental overlooks its profound human
cost. Recognising it as a medical emergency is the
first step toward responding with urgency.

e Conversely, drought-prone regions are facing worsening water scarcity, forcing communities
to rely on unsafe water sources, thereby increasing the burden of diarrhoeal diseases as well
as chronic dehydration.

2% AU, Jar guifae & o urht ) it 9 <t 8, o) ahT SRR Siet et wR R
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Expanding disease risk

Tedr gt T ofaw

e Meanwhile, shifting seasonal patterns are driving a rise in infections, allergies and vector-
borne diseases, as changing temperatures and rainfall cycles disrupt established trends and
prolong pollen seasons.

et Seard HehHT, Tersl! 3R aTe® SIfd AN 8 gfg R I8 § Fifes arau ok aof b &
Sedra § uRuRe Yo uvifad 81 38 8

e Fine particulate matter penetrates deep into the lungs, causing inflammation, reduced lung
function, and exacerbating respiratory conditions such as asthma and chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease.

g%&%wmﬁww,ma&mﬁmeﬁvmwmmﬁaﬁ
|

e These particulates can also damage blood vessels, accelerate atherosclerosis, and increase
the risk of hypertension, heart attack and stroke.

T PHUI G Aligd1SHl BI JHAM UgarhR T

SifeH Jgrd &
o The kidneys are equally vulnerable, and chronic exposure can impair kidney function, reduce
filtration efficiency, and contribute to the progression of chronic kidney disease.
T ft 7ifad 81 8 o de I ae Iudh ¥ et srdermar § it ok Srwrfere frsi
¢ Ihdl B
e Greenhouse gases also trap more heat in the atmosphere, creating a feedback loop that
amplifies the very crisis we are trying to manage through air conditioners and other cooling
appliances.

T araraRr # 31fde TH ol BT €, ORI T Wiede® e §d1 8 Sl Jobe & 3R

e gl
e This heat stress forces the heart to work harder to regulate the body’'s temperature,
increasing strain on the cardiovascular system.

Ig gle WY g8 R a9 SAdl § 3R IRR & aqd &1 Fafd e & forg 39 siftres sm
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e This can trigger compllcatlons such as h
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pertension, heart attack, and stroke.
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Nine policemen are sentenced to death in T.N. custodial murder case
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Nine policemen are sentenced to death in T.N. custodial murder case

MADURAI

A trial court in Tamil Nadu
on Monday awarded death
penalty to nine policemen
found guilty of custodial
torture and murder of a
trader and his son during
the COVID-19 lockdown at
Sattankulam in Thoothu-
kudi district.

The custodial torture
meted out to P. Jayaraj (58)
and his son J. Benicks (31),
who were detained at the
Sattankulam police station
on the mere charge of vio-
lating COVID-19 lockdown
norms and keeping their
mobile phone sales and
service showroom open in
June 2020, had shaken civil
society and also became a

On March 23, Madurai
First Additional District
and Sessions Judge G.
Muthukumaran held that
all the nine policemen pro-
secuted by the CBI in the
case were guilty.

“Act of vengeance’

The judge awarded death
sentence to the then Sat-
tankulam inspector S. Srid-
har; sub-inspectors P.
Raghu Ganesh and K. Ba-
lakrishnan; head consta-
bles S. Murugan and A.
Saamidurai; and consta-
bles M. Muthuraj, S. Chel-
ladurai, X. Thomas Fran-
cis, and S. Veilumuthu.
Special sub-inspector Paul-
durai was also an accused.
But he died during trial af-

ter contracting COVID-19.

The judge said the act of
the police personnel was
unacceptable. “Where
there was power, there
should be responsibility.
Jayaraj and Benicks were
unarmed and were tor-
tured at regular intervals
all through the night at the
police station,” the judge
said. Jayaraj was tortured
following an altercation
with the police personnel,
while Benicks was tortured
for intervening. They had
no previous antecedents
and it was an act of ven-
geance and instilled fear
among the public.

The judge said the Mad-
urai Bench of the Madras
High Court had monitored
the case and if not for that,

The accused policemen being produced before the First Additional
District and Sessions Court in Madurai on Monday. 6. MOORTHY

the case would have been
buried. “The police per-
sonnel were mentally
sound and well educated.
They were drawing govern-
ment salaries. Those who

should protect and safe-
guard the public acted in
such a manner. It was a
case of the fence eating the
crop,” he said.

It was an attack on hu-

man rights, the judge said,
adding the custodial
deaths were a social evil.

“Mere life sentence was
not sufficient. The judg-
ment should serve as a de-
terrent and should prevent
recurrence,” the judge
said, and awarded the
maximum sentence on the
convicts. He said all of
them were equally in-
volved in the brutal attack
on Jayaraj and Benicks.
The judge also imposed a
total fine of over 21 crore
on the convicts. The judge
found the police personnel
guilty of murder and other
offences under the Indian
Penal Code.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment, in its report, submit-
ted that custodial deaths

cannot be tolerated and
the Central government
had sought maximum pun-
ishment for the convicts.

Criminal conspiracy

The CBI said the investiga-
tion revealed that Jayaraj
was picked from his shop
on June 19, 2020, and
lodged at the Sattankulam
police station in pursuance
of a criminal conspiracy
hatched by the police per-
sonnel. On information,
Benicks rushed to the pol-
ice station to inquire about
the arrest of his father. He
objected to his father being
beaten up.

Following an alterca-
tion, the two were wrong-
fully confined at the police
station and beaten up to

“teach them a lesson on
how to behave with the
police”.

The CBI said Jayaraj and
Benicks were subjected to
brutal torture by the police
personnel knowing that it
was sufficient to cause
their death. During the in-
vestigation, it was revealed
the traders had not violat-
ed the COVID-19 lockdown
rules, a charge on which
the police had detained
them.

The traders were made
to clean the blood from
their wounds. The next
morning, a sanitary work-
er was made to clean the
blood to destroy evidence.
A false case was registered
against the two, the CBI
added.
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O07A. Nine policemen are sentenced to death in T.N. custodial murder case

aftraeTg e ot ama § A gRrre il &) dia 3t "o

e Nine policemen are sentenced to death in T.N. custodial murder case.
dIfrerTg fevrad gar A § T gl & did & o f 1|

e Atrial court in Tamil Nadu on Monday awarded death penalty to nine policemen found guilty
of custodial torture and murder of a trader and his son during the COVID-19 lockdown at
Sattankulam in Thoothukudi district.

AT B T T HIC - AR B! YYFe! fofd & TIHHAH  COVID-19 A3 &
SR TP FMIRT 3R 3% 3¢ 3 RRa B a1 3R g1 3 <t U e = gRrgeshfat & 9
CARSSIRSGIE]

e The custodial torture meted out to P. Jayaraj (58) and his son J. Benicks (31), who were
detained at the Sattankulam police station on the mere charge of violating COVID-19
lockdown norms and keeping their mobile phone sales and service showroom open in June
2020, had shaken civil society and also became a political issue.

. STRTS (58) 3R 3% o . e (31) & & 12 v ard, o S 2020 § CoviID-
19 AHSI3H ol & Iead SR AIRd BF $I G Jail 1@ & Tl RY J TG ad
gferg W # fexmera # feram mar o, 3 AR THS B ISR 0T 3R I8 U AsHiae e
0t &+ T

e On March 23, Madurai First Additional District and Sessions Judge G. Muthukumaran held
that all the nine policemen prosecuted by the CBI in the case were guilty.

23 ATE &1 HgY Uy ifafad forar vd = =i i, gYHuR= = $el fos 39 99d § CBl
SRT AR Tt 7 gferge e <t €1

‘Act of vengeance’
gfc=itey o1 HRP

e The judge awarded death sentence to the then Sattankulam inspector S. Sridhar; sub-
inspectors P. Raghu Ganesh and K. Balakrishnan; head constables S. Murugan and A.
Saamidurai; and constables M. Muthuraj, S. Chelladurai, X. Thomas Francis, and S.
Veilumuthu.

A BT G ad e T, iR, Iu-fters . Tg 0= 3R &. STae Wi,
TS BIRTA TH. T 3R T. Grfiges, au Hieae TH. YT, TH. eeiiges, Ta. dTa

Wi 3R T, AqgY &1 HId B! ol Gl |
e Special sub-inspector Pauldurai was also an accused.
faRy Iu-FRiere utages f Ta SRt 1|
e But he died during trial after contracting COVID-19.
AR T 3 R COVID-10 2 F5pfiT € 3 a1 el T 8

e Thejudge said the act of the police personnel was unacceptable.
T A FeT fob gl il o1 98 S SRS o |

e “Where there was power, there should be responsibility.
“SIgT Qe Biell &, gt formiery ot g+ =nfgy

e Jayaraj and Benicks were unarmed and were tortured at regular intervals all through the night
at the police station,” the judge said.
TRTS 3R S e ¥ ok 3 Ot vrd e Wy § Faffa siartet W varfed faran
TR A BT

e Jayaraj was tortured following an altercation with the police personnel, while Benicks was
tortured for intervening.
SRRTS &1 Y il & A1 fdare & s1e difed fdar T, Siafdh sHad &I g3dad & &
fo garfsd fosar man

e They had no previous antecedents and it was an act of vengeance and instilled fear among
the public.
BT BIg SATRTS g et U1 3R g ufa=iey o1 wrf o1 o s & v e faan|

e The judge said the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court had monitored the case and if
not for that, the case would have been buried.
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e “The police personnel were mentally sound and well educated.
Y Hl AFRYE TU I WY 3R Rfdra 3

e They were drawing government salaries.
d PRI da UTed BRIz A

e Those who should protect and safeguard the public acted in such a manner.
ST ST T & 3R YR&T HRA a1l ¥, I2I 39 UhR HT HIER foba|

e It was a case of the fence eating the crop,” he said.
g SIS gRT g T BT AIHAT U1,” I8I- HeTl

e It was an attack on human rights, the judge said, adding the custodial deaths were a social
evil.
raTefRr < el fob I8 WFETRIPRY IR g9 T 3R Ry § Hid T I §-18 8

o “Mere life sentence was not sufficient.
Ryt SHToliad HREN Tale ! 1|

e The judgment should serve as a deterrent and should prevent recurrence,” the judge said,
and awarded the maximum sentence on the convicts.
Tg vl aR® & 9 H S H1 AT 3R GRIGR B b1 A1y, =ATTeR=r 3 Hgl 3R
! B St wom 4|

e He said all of them were equally involved in the brutal attack on Jayaraj and Benicks.
351 &gl [ Tt RIS 3R §fe IR §UER g9 & 96 &0 3 2nfid 31

e The judge also imposed a total fine of over %1 crore on the convicts.

TR A I IR Hd 21 RIS A 31w BT JAFT H T

e The judge found the police personnel guilty of murder and other offences under the Indian
Penal Code.

ararefer A gferaesiHal o URdg d8 Higar & dgd g 3R 3= RTel &7 gt U |

e The Tamil Nadu government, in its report, submitted that custodial deaths cannot be tolerated
and the Central government had sought maximum gunishment for the convicts.

WHR 7 U RO & Her fo fRId & Hidl &) IgiRd e} fobar off JobdT 3R g
WHR H Il & fau ifeds Io & 7T &t |

Criminal conspiracy

e The CBI said the investigation revealed that Jayaraj was picked from his shop on June 19,
2020, and lodged at the Sattankulam police station in pursuance of a criminal conspiracy
hatched by the police personnel.

CBI A Fgl & S H YA 31T {5 STORTS Y 19 T 2020 &) ITD! GO W IS T 3R
QR THal GIRT I TS SHTORTAS ISR & ded JaMGad giod T § 38T 47|

e On information, Benicks rushed to the police station to inquire about the arrest of his father.
o1 e R SR 3o Ul &1 IRTRT & IR J U8 de & & A gfery =@ ugdn|

e He objected to his father being beaten up.

I 3 ot &Y fUers &1 faxiy fpan|

e Following an altercation, the two were wrongfully confined at the police station and beaten up
to “teach them a lesson on how to behave with the police”.

faaTe & a1e a1 & Tad ik I gerd W | §g o fadm T SiR “gferd & A1 o IdER
FRAT R, T8 ™ & forg dter man|

e The CBI said Jayaraj and Benicks were subjected to brutal torture by the police personnel
knowing that it was sufficient to cause their death.

CBI 3 $gT o RIS 3R ST ! IR Hial §RT % TG <1 775, I8 WM g4 b I8 3!
7Y ¥ fore wafa 31

e During the investigation, it was revealed the traders had not violated the COVID-19 lockdown
rules, a charge on which the police had detained them.

W & SR g I+ 3T {6 SAamaiial 3 coviD-19 dihsra Famt o1 Ieaio el fobdr o,
o SRIY & gfery =1 3 fgxmaa & feram |
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e The traders were made to clean the blood from their wounds.
IR &1 37U °1a1 G Ah B & g FoleR foham T

e The next morning, a sanitary worker was made to clean the blood to destroy evidence.
STCH oIE TP AWHIs HHART ¥ o e & 1w T 91t s |

e A false case was registered against the two, the CBI added.

CBI 3 §ar f ST & FRIeT o1 ATHe gof faa T |

RAREST OF RARE DOCTRINE
o The “Rarest of Rare” doctrine is a judicial principle used by the Supreme Court of India to decide when
the death penalty should be awarded.
e It ensures that capital punishment is given only in exceptional and extreme cases, not as a routine
punishment.
e This doctrine balances justice for victims and protection of human rights.
Bachan Singh v. State of Punjab
e Decided in 1980, this is the landmark case where the doctrine was established.
e The Supreme Court upheld the constitutional validity of the death penalty under Indian law.
e However, it imposed a strict limitation:
e Death penalty should be awarded only in the “rarest of rare cases”.
Meaning of “Rarest of Rare”
The Court did not give a rigid definition.
Instead, it laid down guiding principles:
When can death penalty be given?
When the crime is extremely brutal, grotesque, diabolical or shocking
When it shocks the collective conscience of society
When life imprisonment is insufficient
Machhi Singh v. State of Punjab
e The Supreme Court further clarified the doctrine in 1983
e |t provided categories to identify such cases:
Categories of Rarest of Rare Cases
o Manner of Commission: Extremely brutal or inhuman killing
Motive of Crime: For example: murder for greed, revenge, or extreme cruelty
Magnitude of Crime: Multiple murders or mass killings
Victim of Crime: Child, woman, or vulnerable person
Social Impact: Crime that shocks society deeply
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